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YOUR REPRESENTATIVES REVIEWED
Over the holiday break, we sat down with your student politicians to
see what they've done over the past eight months to provide tor the
needs of students. The varying results are on PAGES 4 & 5
Football
loses key
coach to
Mac
WLU Offensive Coordinator
named Mac's Head Coach
MIKE BROWN
Sports Editor
Christmas came two days early for
the folks in McMaster University's
Athletics Department.
At a Dec. 23 press conference,
Laurier's hated gridiron rivals
unveiled their new head coach -
Stefan Ptaszek, the Offensive
Coordinator that guided the
Golden Hawks' prestigious, Vanier
Cup-winning offence over the past
three seasons.
The move came just three weeks
after Laurier captured its second
national championship in school
history, and marks the end of a
long tie to WLU for Ptaszek.
Originally a receiver in purple
and gold, he was also a part of the
Hawks' 1991 Vanier Cup title.
In five seasons from 1990-1994,
the 34-year-old Ptaszek etched his
name into the record books as
Laurier's most prolific receiver in
the program's 40-plus year history.
Until being eclipsed this year by
Western's Hec Creighton winner
Andy Fantuz, Ptaszek's career
marks of 186 receptions and 31
TDs were CIS records. He still
holds the single-season touch-
down mark with 13 in 1994.
Certainly, his roots are deep
here in Waterloo, but the opportu-
nity to accept the reins of a peren-
nially strong McMaster program
was one Ptaszek ultimately could-
n't pass up.
www.laurierathletics.com
LOSING A LEGEND
- The play-call-
in
9 guru behind Laurier's versatile
offence, Stefan Ptaszek was wooed
away by McMaster's solid program.
Admin: early return the
result of 'mathematics'
The unfortunate victims of circumstance, Laurier students trudge back to school two days after New Year's
DAN POLISCHUK
News Editor
With many students still nursing
their New Year's hangovers,
Laurier had their students back in
the classrooms on Jan. 3, the earli-
est start in recent memory and a
week earlier than neighbouring
schools.
Unlike the University of Guelph
and Western, where classes com-
mence on Jan. 9, those enrolled at
WLU are already lining up to buy
their new textbooks for the winter
term.
According to Sue Horton, Vice
President of Academics at Laurier,
it was "just the mathematics that
caused the way things worked
out" for students to have to return
on Jan. 3.
While pointing out that having
New Year's Day fall on a Sunday
this year
made things a little
unusual, Horton explained that
the scheduling strategies have
been the same for a long time.
The primary reason as to why
Laurier adheres to such a system is
because it looks to "operate three
fairly equal" schedules, which
allow for a buffer zone between
each of the three sessions of fall,
winter and spring. An extra week
of holidays in January, for exam-
pic, would call for an earlier start
of the spring term.
Horton admitted that "it's tight
juggling all the schedules" con-
tending with such factors as statu-
tory holidays and exam days.
Another differentiating factor
that groups Laurier with other
early starters, like the University of
Waterloo and the University of
Toronto, is the fact that they have
to dealwith the schedules of co-op
students. Guelph and Western are
considered non co-op.
In providing a basic breakdown,
Horton noted that the school must
also consider study periods for
exams, two weeks of statutory hol-
idays, reading week, Orientation
Week, and grade recording.
With 50 weeks of the year
already taken, Horton noted that
admin has only two weeks of wig-
gle room in which.to manoeuvre.
She was also quick to note that
scheduling is always discussed in
the Senate and is often planned a
year to a 18 months
in advance,
which would allow for any modifi-
cations.
> Editorial teoction to this story in OPINION, PAGE 6
> Student reuction in VOCAL CORD, PAGE 3
JordanJocius
NO REST FOR THE WEARY - Bookstore employee Sarah Erdham facilitates the bustling lineup during the new year rush on Wednesday, January 4.
Students
were back buying books quite early this year, as New Year's Day falling on Sunday and the need to equalize co-op term lengths saw
classes start almost a
week earlier at Laurier than some other Ontario universities.
SPORTS YEAR IN REVIEW
From the Vanier Cup-winning football team to
the one-win women's soccer team, we look
at how WLU's varsity teams fared last
semester... SPORTS, PAGE 10
THE POTENTIAL FEDS
Cord News sits down with the four federal
candidates in Waterloo to hear what they're bring-
ing to the plate. It's pretty uninspired
...
NEWS, PAGE 2
COMING NEXT WEEK
Cord Features tells us how to actually keep
those nagging New Year's resolutions, while
News interviews science and Discovery
Channel super-geek Jay Ingram
- Please see COACH, page 11
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK
"Where did we get these fucking dentist dixie cups from?!"
- A flummoxed Brandon Currie at the office water cooler.
THE WORD OF THE WEEK
Flummox; To confuse; perplex. Laurier students were flum-
moxed when they discovered school started January 3.
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COLOPHON
The Cord Weekly is the official student newspaper
ofthe Wilfrid Laurier University community.
Started in 192(5 as the College Cord, The Cord Weekly is an
editorially independent newspaper published by Wilfrid
Laurier University Student Publications, Waterloo, a corpo-
ration withoutshare capital. WLUSP is governed by its board
of directors.
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Opinions expressed within The Cord are those of the author
and do not necessarily reflect those of the Editorial Board,
The Cord, WLUSP,WLU or MasterWeb Printing.
All content appearing in The Cord bears the copyright
expressly of their creator(s) and may not be used without
written consent.
The Cord is created using Macintosh computers running OS
X.2 using Adobe Creative Suite 2 (InDesign, Photoshop,
Acrobat, Distiller and Illustrator) and Quark Xpress 6.1.
Nikon D7O and Canon Rebel XT 8.0 megapixel digital cam-
eras are used for principal photography. Adobe Acrobat and
Distiller are used to create. PDF files which are burned
directly on plates to be mounted on the printing press.
The Cord is printed by Master WebPrinting and is published
every Wednesday during the school year except for special
editionswhich are published as required.
The Cord's circulation for a normal Wednesday issue is 7,000
copies and enjoys a readership of over 10.000.
Cord subscription rates are $20.00 per term for addresses
within Canada.
The Cord Weekly is a proud memberof theCanadian t
University Press (CUP), since 2004. V#
The Campus Network is The Cord's national MSpßc
advertising agency.
Preamble to The Cord Constitution
The Cord will keep faith with its readers by presenting news
and expressions of opinions comprehensively, accurately
and fairly.
The Cord believes in a balanced and impartial presentation
of all relevant facts in a news report, and of all substantial
opinions in a matter of controversy.
The staff of 'I'he Cord shall uphold all commonly held ethical
conventionsof journalism. Whenan error of omission or of
commissionhas occurred, that error shall be acknowledged
promptly.
When statementsare made that are critical of an individual,
oran organization, we shall give those affected the opportu-
nity to reply atthe earliest timepossible.
Ethical journalism requires impartiality, and consequently
conflicts of interest and the appearance of conflicts of inter-
est will be avoided by all staff.
The only limits of any newspaper are those of the world
around it.and so The Cord will attempt to cover its world
with a special focus on Wilfrid Laurier University, and the
community of Kitchener-Waterloo, and with a special ear to
the concerns of the students ofWilfrid Laurier University.
Ultimately, The Cord will be bound by neither philosophy,
norgeography in its mandate.
The Cord has an obligation to foster freedom of the press
and freedom of speech. This obligation is best fulfilledwhen
debate and dissent are encouraged, both in the internal
workings of the paper, and through The Cord's contactwith
the student body.
The Cord will always attempt to dowhat is right, with fear of
neither repercussions, nor retaliation. The purpose of the
student
press is to actas an agent of socialawareness, and so
shall conduct the affairs ofour newspaper.
News
K-W Decides: 2006
With the country set to choose its leader on January 23, The Cord's News Editors Adrian Ma and Dan
Polischuk provide a closer look at the candidates of the Kitchener-Waterloo riding
Name: Andrew Telegdi
Family status: Married, daughter
Political history: Elected 1993, 1997, 2000,
2004
Looking to stay in office for a fifth
straight term, Andrew Telegdi and
the Liberals want to put continued
emphasis on strengthening
Canada'seducational system.
A former member of the Board
at Laurier, Telegdi noted that the
Liberals have committed $2.2 bil-
lion over five years for student aid.
"When you're a student ... you
should just have to be concerned
about being a student and not
have to worry about working to
pay [tuition]," said Telegdi.
He commented that while the
federal government has "no juris-
diction" when it comes to setting
tuition rates, Telegdi is hoping to
see discussion with the provinces
occur at a proposed Premiers
Conference in Education.
"What we want to see happen is
that anyone who wants to go to
university should be able to," he
said.
The Liberals will also continue
their spending on health care,
early child development and the
environment.
"We take a balanced approach.
While the Conservatives and the
NDP look at helping businesses
we look at strategic investments,"
commentedTelegdi.
Dan Polischuk
Name: Amjer Mandur
Family status: Married, three children
Political history: New kid on the block
Amjer Mandur is a political new-
comer, running in the Kitchener-
Waterloo riding for the first time.
Mandur believes that his lack of
political experience is not neces-
sarily a weakness.
"My name is not known, but my
advantage is that I bring a fresher
look at the party, but also the poli-
tics," said Mandur.
He was born in Punjab, India,
and moved toCanada in 1983 with
his family. Since then, Mandurhas
become a part of K-W's small
business community and has
started his own family.
He has three children, and is
aware of the increasing pressure
on families to put their kids
through post-secondary educa-
tion. He vows to bring attention to
student loans, which he feels are
"too discriminatory" because they
are based on parental income.
"It would be one of my top
agendas - to keep that level of
funding available for students," he
said.
"We have a vision for Canada,
that's the difference," said
Mandur. "I think Mr. Telegdi him-
self has lost touch with the voters.
Mr. Telegdi has enjoyed a free
ride."
Adrian Ma
Name: Edwin Laryea
Family status: Single parent of three daughters
Political history: Defeated in Kitchener-Waterloo
in 2004
Running his second campaign for
the New Democrats in the
Kitchener-Waterloo riding, Edwin
Laryea is looking to find a way to
bring young people back into the
foldwhen it comes to government
decision-making.
"The NDP talks about issues rel-
evant for the youth, who play a sig-
nificant role in our community,"
he said.
An immigrant from Ghana and
a retired high school teacher,
Laryea explained that while the
NDP is concerned with environ-
mental issues and student tuition
costs it goes further by "having a
vision - which is lacking by the
Liberals" that focuses on student
debt and repayment of loans.
Laryea also noted that an outline
of their attention to student debt
would be released soon thatwould
raise the concerns of youth poverty.
Aside from these issues, Laryea
commented that the NDP wants
to see a more tolerant, healthy,
and prosperous society.
"I'm in it to make sure that we
make the kind of Canada that
wouldnot leave anybody behind."
Dan Polischuk
Name: Pauline Richards
Family status: Two children
Political history: Ran in two previous elections
The only female candidate in the
riding, Richards feels that there
needs to be more women involved
in politics.
"There's too much testosterone
in Ottawa - we need to do some-
thing about gender equality," said
Richards. "If you look at the four
leaders in the [national] debate,
they are four middle-aged white
men."
She aims to raise the minimum
wage ($7.45/hour
in 2005 which
will rise to $7.75/hour in 2006),
which she describes as "scan-
dalous."
Another one of her objectives is
to increase the dismal voting
turnout among youth, and
believes that reducing the voting
age to 16 is a good step to take.
She feels that politicians must
reach out to the Canadian youth.
"We've (politicians) made our-
selves irrelevant to young people,"
said Richards. "It's not the fault of
young people, it's ours."
Finally, Richards is pushing for
electoral reform, wanting to see
proportional representation.
"We're stuck in the system at the
moment," she said. "We need that
electoral reform. First-past-the-
post does not work with multi-
party systems."
Adrian Ma
ContributedPhotos
5 Day Action News
Weather Forecast
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How do you fee! about the
early return to school?
"My friends have until the ninth
I'm envious of them."
- Stephanie Grebinski
Second Year Communications
"It sucks. The break is way too
short."
- Ben Puzanov
Fourth Year Political Science &
Communications
"I like it. What else are we
gonna do for the first week of
January?"
- Melanie Paradis
Third Year Political Science
"I wish I had more time to spend
with friends back home."
- Corey Bullock
First Year Business
"Its kinda tough going right back
into it."
- Alison Taylor
First Year Sociology
Wn«" Ato unci Dan I',,lis, link, pholas by Sydney llfI I,mil
In the name of the father
Mike Layton discusses life on the road, working for his father and his family's legacy in Canadian politics
ADRIAN MA
News Editor
It's the day before New Year's Eve
and Mike Layton is at his father
Jack's house, re-packing suitcases,
getting ready for the second leg of
the NDP campaign tour. He's bare-
ly had time torecuperate, to let the
past month sink in, but
ina couple
of days he'll be back on the road
with "the leader".
With Canada's political fate
being decided in a few short
weeks, the road to election night
promises to be exhausting and
tense for both father and son.
Mike has been surrounded by
elections all his life - several gen-
erations of his family have been
involved at all levels of Canadian
government.
But this is the first
time the 27-year-old York student
has been a participant on the
campaign trail.
He's traveled countless, often
sleepless, hours on buses, planes
and cars from Halifax to
Vancouver. He's seen a huge por-
tion of this country, met many of
its people, heard their concerns
and listened to their stories.
"I'm having a really good time,"
he says about the experience. "It's
remarkable how different people
are coast to coast," said Layton.
Mike is on the road at his
father's request; the NDP leader
wanted to share this important
time with his son. Hired on as Jack
Layton's personal assistant, Mike
is grateful for the opportunity to
be a part of all this, to
witness
Canadian politics at its highest,
most profound level - even if it
means not being able to refer to
his father as "dad".
"Yeah, I call him Jack. But the
one thing I detest is calling him
'the leader'," laughs Mike. "I think
it's a spacey, sci-fi 'we're going to
invade your planet' kinda thing."
As a personal assistant, Mike
spends the bulk of his time ensur-
ing that life's little needs are taken
care of: getting from hotel to hotel,
pressing suits, helping to oversee
events and making sure Jack
Layton is where he is supposed to
be. Mike is even responsible for
helping the face of the NDP main-
tain his physique.
"Yeah, I call him Jack. But the one
thing I detest is calling him 'the
leader'."
- Mike Layton, son of NDP Leader Jack Layton
"Jack's in good shape, and that
doesn't come from just eating
whatever is put in front of you,"
says Mike, who handles his father's
dietary requirements and books
his gym work-outs.
Mike has been dropped into a
whirlpool of ceaseless movement,
blinding camera flashes, and
masses of people all wanting a
piece of his father. When Jack
Layton went into nationally tele-
vised debates against the biggest
names in Canadian politics, Mike
was there too. It's a world unlike
any other.
But in many ways, Mike Layton
was not waiting to step into this
world - this world was waiting for
Mike Layton.
It was at an early age that the
young Layton realized the high
profile of his last name.
"Around 6, 7, or 8, you start tak-
ing class trips," he recalls. "I don't
know what year it was, but
one
year we went to Ottawa."
It turned out that the
Parliament official giving the tour
was none other than Mike's grand-
father Robert Layton, then a cabi-
net-minister.Robert brought Mike
and his classmates to his office
and told them stories about his
encounters with international dig-
nitaries.
The highlight
for Mike was when
he sat in his grand-
father's chair in the
House of
Commons. He was
always aware of his
family's long legacy
in Canadian politics
but suddenly he felt
more proud than ever of his line-
age.
"My father loves telling stories
about his grandfather (blind
activist Philip Layton) who helped
start the Montreal Centre for the
blind
...
or his [great-grandfather
and former cabinet minister
Gilbert Layton] who resigned
because of the draft," says Mike
with noticeable reverence in his
voice.
As Mike grewup, he became fas-
cinated with the environment and
cited that the defining moment of
his youth was a summer spent as a
counsellor at Camp Allsaw, a
nature camp in Haliburton,
Ontario.
He taught young campers
everything he had learned about
nature, imparting advice on how
to protect it and how to value
it.
This led Mike to pursue a degree in
Urban Planning and he figures
he'll someday work in the public
sector as a planning consultant.
But even now, Mike Layton
knows that politics is in his blood.
His father is vying to be the next
Prime Ministerof Canada, and his
stepmother, Olivia Chow, is bat-
tling to be the MP of Toronto's
Trinity-Spadina riding. The Layton
family will be a prominent fixture
in Canadian politics for some time
yet.
Like other famous sons of politi-
cians, such as Ben Mulroney and
Justin Trudeau, Mike has no desire
to enter politics yet, but he under-
stands there is a future there for
him ifhe so chooses.
"I see myself working in a volun-
teer capacity [for the NDPj until
they don't want me to anymore,"
he laughs. "But I still have a lot to
learn about the issues."
For now, he stands in the shad-
ow of his father watching every-
thing unfold: a first-hand witness
of Canadian political history. He
considers it an amazing privilege
to be able to share this with his
family and, someday, he hopes he
can boast to his own children
about his father, Jack Layton.
"Years from now there are going
to be stories
...
stories we're going
to tell his grandkids," says Mike.
"And we're going to smile."
Dave Weatherall
TALKING 'BOUT MY GENERATION - Mike Layton (above, left) shares a reflective moment with his father, NDP Leader
Jack Layton (above, right). The Layton
boys have been on a cross-country tour for the past month and will continue to campaign
until the federal election on January 23.
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BOD Reviews
WLUSU's report card
Every winter, The Cord reviews the performance of your elected representatives in order to hold them accountable to the student body. Over
the holiday break, we sat down with each director, as well as the President and Vice-President: University Affairs, to ask them what they've
done to provide for the needs of students. Read on for the good, the bad and the ugly from the Union brass over the past eight months
Dan Robert - President & CEO
By most indications, Dan Robert
has been a caretaker president.
He's taken care of the majority of
his specific election promises -
seeing the Terrace and third-floor
renovations through to comple-
tion, donating WLUSU's surplus to
student bursaries and making the
Career Services and Co-op renova-
tion a priority - but has yet to pro-
vide the strategic vision and lead-
ership that he was elected to
enact.
He's completed carry-over proj-
ects from last year, signed off on a
new WLU/WLUSU Operating
Procedure Agreement and lent
students' money to administra-
tion initiatives like the Willison
Field rejuvenation, but hasn't set
an ambitious agenda for his own
administration to achieve.
In his dual role as President and
CEO of WLUSU, Robert has also
been accused of being too much
the latter, and of trying to use the
board as a rubber stamp for man-
agement decisions. While
BOD/MC relations seem to be
improving, it remains to be seen if
he can improve this historic dys-
function in the Union's decision-
making structure.
Also on relationships, Robert
has alienated some directors with
his headstrong approach to board
politics, as he often bristles at crit-
icism of his own projects and has-
n't done enough to help individual
BOD members with initiatives he
doesn't personally support.
His relations with other campus
stakeholders like the Women's
Center and Security seem to be
better, and even though he was
part of the decision to pull ads
from The Cord, he's continued to
be open and accessible to the
media.
While Robert has spent a lot of
time finalizing last year's projects, he
faces an uphill challenge in carving
out a legacy to leave for next year's
board. With increasing WLUSU sur-
plus contributions to bursaries, the
Economic Aid Team and the imple-
mentation of real low-cost food
options still on the table, he will
have go back to his election promise
to focus more on "progress instead
of politics" for the remainderof the
term to be remembered as an
exceptional president.
Jen Mitchell - Vice-President: University Affairs
In what was a tough act to follow,
fen has done an admirable job fill-
ing the shoes of last year's VP:UA.
She has set a difficult and
impressive agenda for herself, but
was necessarily sidetracked find-
ing a fair solution to part-time stu-
dents' dissatisfaction with the U-
Pass, which she seems to have
done.
Though this occupied a lot of
her time in the fall, she still man-
aged to represent students fairly
well at the municipal, provincial
and federal levels of government.
Working on manageable projects
such as petitioning the City of
Waterloo to change garbage pick-
up times in student areas and get-
ting the province to allow interna-
tional students to work off-cam-
pus have been two small, but very
helpful initiatives.
Although she was criticized for
supporting the Ontario
Undergraduate Student Alliance's
(OUSA) decision to support de-
freezing tuition, she's taken a lead-
ership role in the organization and
been able to represent students by
helping to formulate OUSA policy.
In the remainder of her term,
Mitchell will have to refocus on
her original VP:UA goals to make
up time that she lost dealing with
the U-Pass, though she also must
cope with a somewhat unexpected
federal election later this month,
which she seems well-prepared
for. She is still expecting to reform
course evaluations despite com-
plete faculty opposition and will
have to be very determinedin her
work to reform the Off-Campus
Code of Conduct to protect, and
not unnecessarily harass, stu-
dents.
Though Mitchell really puts her
heart into her work with WLUSU,
she will have to take things less
personally and show a bit more
practicality to achieve her out-
standing objectives.
Laura Gray - Chair of the Board of Directors
In the one of the board's most
demanding positions, Gray has
done an decent job chairing the
BOD, earning the respect of the
vast majority of her directors.
As the position requires a certain
degree of impartiality, she has had
to abandon some of her own plat-
form goals and focus on helping
her fellow directors, which most of
them feel she has done adequately.
She has been able to work on a
few small initiatives though, such
as getting a water fountain
installed on the FNCC third floor
and updating the Braille menus at
Wilf's, but admitted that it's been
hard not to be able to voice her
opinion.
Though it has been difficult to
follow the excellent performance
of last year's chair, for the most
part Gray has managed meetings
and administered Roberts' Rules
effectively in the boardroom.
As far as her role on MC, some
directors felt that she could have
represented BOD interests better
on the committee, though she
insists that she consistently takes
the side of the board.
As with Dan Robert, Gray is
somewhat of a caretaker chair;
performing sufficiently to get the
job done, but not exceeding
expectations and setting the stan-
dard any higher for next year's
chair.
Dan Hocking - Vice-Chair of the Board of Directors
Coming into the vaguely-defined
job of Vice-Chair of the BOD,
Hocking has expanded the role to
an unforeseen size, taken on a
enormous workload and set the
standard for the rest of WLUSU's
government to follow.
In what is essentially a volunteer
position, he has taken on a full-
time work portfolio, sitting on and
chairing committees too innu-
merable to mention, while also
making small but significant dif-
ferences, such as fighting to keep
food and drinks allowed in the
library and petitioning against an
unfeasible smoking ban.
But perhaps his most important
role has been to keep the lines of
communication open between
the MC and the board. He's been
able to maintain a respectful dis-
tance from management while
speaking up for the board's role as
the collective leadership of the
organization.
Hocking's only considerable
fault seems to be his inability to
say no to taking on more responsi-
bilities. He's spread himself very
thin and will have to work espe-
cially hard as his term winds down
to avoid burnout.
Also, his platform focused heav-
ily on protecting students' rights,
and he has yet to take a leadership
role in lending his respected voice
to Jen Mitchell and Matt Park's
attempts to better enshrine a stu-
dent bill of rights in the Non-
Academic Code of Conduct.
Editorial reaction to the year that was for the Students' Union and its politicians on PAGE 6
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Director Reviews....
Dave Alexander
The perennial voice of social justice
on the board, Alexander has again
focused on pursuing a refreshingly
progressive agenda, but has again
met with mixed results.
As a two-time director, he has
worked to be more prepared and
better researched. However, his key
piece of legislation, the creation of
an Economic Aid Team (EAT) that
would assist students in times of
financial duress, was shot down, at
least for now.
Though Alexander's idealism
hasn't made him the most efficient
of directors, his unique perspective
has added to board discourse. His
determinationto stand up for what
he believes in is to be commended,
though a littlepragmatism might be
necessary for EAT and a WLUSU
ethical purchasing policy to get off
the ground before his term is over.
Disclosure: Dave Alexander is the
Keystone Editor-in-Chief and an
occaisonai Cord contributor.
Dave Lynch
Though a first-time member of the
BOD, Lynch is held in high regard
by his peers as a promising student
politician.
Though he is, by his own admis-
sion, shy and not the most vocal
during board meetings, he's built a
reputation as an effective behind-
the-scenes director that's keen to
learn and genuinely interested in
the welfare of the student body.
Elected as chair of the Operations
Review Committee, Lynch faces an
uphill battle not only meeting quo-
rum, but in hammering out a solu-
tion to decide whether the Wilf's
and the Turret are a service or a
business.
He will need to be more assertive
to makeany kind of progress on this
controversial topic, and his success
as a director will largely hinge on
his committee's report, due out in
March.
Anthony Piscitelli
As the most experienced director
on this year's board, Piscitelli has
coasted through his third year with
WLUSU in comparison to his own
lofty standards. He has spent the
majority of the term following up
on initiatives from previous years,
and hasn't set the overly ambitious
agenda The Cord has come to
expect from one of WLUSU's best
legislators of the past five years.
That said, he has worked hard to
represent students at the municipal
level in the losing battle to create a
student ward in Waterloo. He's lent
his expertise to many worthwhile
initiatives and remains a constant
voice of dissent on the board, per-
haps annoyingly at times. He's still
active in bringing forth motions
and participating in committees,
but its clear that Piscitelli is in the
twilight of his WLUSU career.
disclosure: Anthony Piscitelli is the
WLUSP President & CEO
Jamie Duitz
As a first-time director, Duitz has
diligently tackled worthwhile proj-
ects and seems to be sticking to her
election promise of affecting man-
ageable changes both inside and
outside WLUSU.
She sits on and has contributed
to the Ad Hoc Committee on
Representation, which seems to
have made headway in the difficult
and grey area of how to better rep-
resent students. Her idea of joining
forces with Market Research to
gauge student opinion in a 'State of
Laurier'
survey
is one that we hope
she accomplishes in the coming
months.
Duitz has also worked on more
constituent-based initiatives,
ensuring that student input goes
into the DAWB renovations and
that WLIJ updates its scheduling
software so exam dates can be
released earlier in the term.
Fraser McCracken
After being picked by his peers as
the best director of last year's BOD,
McCracken hasn't been quite as
influential in his second stint as a
director, although he continues to
be one of the most critical and
forthright members of the board.
Though many of his initiatives
have been opposed, McCracken is
in touch with students' needs and
works hard to put them into action.
He led the charge to eliminate O-
Week volunteer fees and continues
to push for cheaper food options
and more WLUSU donationsto stu-
dent bursaries.
Having the benefit of also sitting
on WLU's Board of Governors and
Senate, he has made progress in
convincing the administration to
rethink online textbooks, but has
hit a wall in trying to reschedule
weekend midterms and final
exams.
Disclosure: Fraser McCracken is the
VP: Finance for WLUSP.
Matt Provost
In his first term as a director,
Provost has concerned himself pri-
marily with WLIJSU's finances, but
has also worked on low-cost food
options and Polar jam, a joint ini-
tiative with UW to hold a winter
concert at University Stadium.
He chairs the Finance and
Building Committee, where he has
worked hard to keep WLUSU fiscal-
ly responsible, though the commit-
tee has been a rubber stamp at
times and failed to address some
directors' financial concerns, such
as why WLUSU can't figure out
exactly what their surplus is.
In his work on low-cost food,
Provost is adamant that WLUSU's
businesses be run as such, and not
as a service to students, although he
also wants more low-cost options
and more consistent service, which
seems unrealistic.
Mark Eade
In the unique position of being a
fifth-year student and first-time
director, Eade has strived to use his
academic experience to bring con-
text and a longer-term perspective
to the board.
As a memberofthe Elections and
Referenda, Eood and Operations
and Finance and Building commit-
tees, he has tried to bring an impar-
tial and fiscally responsible voice to
his work as a director.
Though experienced as a stu-
dent, the learning curve of the
boardroom has beena steep one for
Eade, especially as he paid little
attention to the Union before he
was elected.
While he has spread himself
around well enough, it remains to
be seen if he will make a substantial
impact on any issue facing the
board.
Carrie McNabb
One of the most enthusiastic mem-
bers of the board, McNabb has had
trouble converting her keen atti-
tude into tangible results in her first
term as a director. She asks a lot of
questions, some relevant, and it
seems she has used up a lot
of valu-
able time getting to know the job
without doing much.
Her most noteworthy project has
been to work with the VP: Human
Resources to draft a sexual harass-
ment policy, but she will need to
seek re-election to see through its
implementation for next fall.
She's also worked on a few small-
scale initiatives as an executive
assistant to the VP: Finance and
Administration.
If she's to produce any results on
the bigger issues of arts awareness
and board representation, she will
have learn to be a more efficient
director.
Mike Tsuchiya
Based on Tsuchiya's list of accom-
plishments as a first-time director
thus far, he will be in for a very busy
second semester. Though he has
some good ideas, time is running
out for any of them to be realized.
Also the victim of a steep Union
learning curve and lack of prepara-
tion for the job, Tsuchiya has strug-
gled to participate in board meet-
ings and move on his platform
promises or anything else that pro-
vides for the needs of students.
Although he was elected to the
Finance and Building Committee,
his most promising work on the
board has been to realize a bus sys-
tem that would ferry students to
and from major Ontario cities on
weekends. Though faced with
major obstacles, Tsuchiya plans to
have the system up and running by
September but will likely have to
seek re-election to come anywhere
near achieving this.
Yusuf Faqiri
By all accounts, Faqiri has been
completely unproductive as a
director. Besides the fact that he
looks like he'd rather be anywhere
else on earth during board meet-
ings, his midterm report didn't
include a single accomplishment
during first semester and he was
the unfortunate recipient of 'most
ineffective' director from his peers.
It's a frustrating situation as
Faqiri seems to have his finger on
the pulse of student life at Laurier,
yet fails to translate his knowledge
of the student body into anything
that benefits them.
Fie has good ideas and a disarm-
ing personality, but time is running
out for Faqiri to make any tangible
contributionto the BOD .
Disclosure: Yusuf Faqiri is a contrib-
utor for the internationalsection of
The Cord.
Matt Park
One ofWLUSU's brightest first-time
board members, Park has taken on
an impressive array of responsibili-
ties since his election.
His efforts to rewrite the Union's
Governance Manual as chair of the
Constitutional and Operational
Development Committee are note-
worthy, not only because it stream-
lines and brings consistency to
WLUSU's operations on paper, but
because it's seen as an undesirable
task that only has trickle-down ben-
efits to students.
While Park may have an
unhealthy obsession with policy
writing, he's also managed to work
closely with the VP:UA on the
important task of reforming WLU's
Non-Academic Code of Conduct to
give students more freedom in the
community.
Although his internal focus has
disconnected Park from the elec-
torate, it's not hard to argue thathe's
an indispensable director.
Keren Gottfried
More than most board members,
Gottfried is concerned about truly
representing students' interests on
the BOD. Through focus groups,
open forums and one-on-one con-
sultations, she has worked bard to
allow students to set her agenda as a
first-time director.
Since some ofher platform initia-
tives have proved difficult to
achieve, otherprojects, like increas-
ing the numberof security poles on
campus, organizing a shuttle bus to
Brantford, reforming prof evalua-
tions and providing bursaries for
students that couldn't afford to vol-
unteer for WLUSU otherwise,
sound promising but will take a lot
work to get accomplished.
Now that Gottfried has canvassed
the student body, she will have to
extend herself for the rest of her
term to put their concerns into
action. As she doesn't plan to run
for re-election next year, many of
her good ideas will likely be passed
on to next year's BOD.
Josh Periard
Elected on a rather narrow platform
of improving the visibility of
Athletics on campus, Periard has
thankfully deviated from his origi-
nal goals as a director.
As the former chair of the
Elections and Referenda
Committee (he resigned because he
plans to run for director again this
year), he spearheaded the change
from traditional to Scantron ballots,
a move that will bring in election
results quicker and more reliably,
given they perform according to
plan.
He is also looking into a putting
together a motion to build a set of
corridors outside the Concourse
patio doors so that they can be used
in the winter. Though this is a long
way off, it's a practical, small-scale
initiative that Periard will likely
need another term in office to com-
plete.
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They're back
After a five-year absence,
Student Pubs reviews are
back in next week's Cord
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It's politics as usual for this
year's Board of Directors
The
problem with student politics isn't that nobody cares, it's that
not enough people care. True, the Wilfrid Laurier University
Students' Union (WLUSU) gets over $700 a year from every full -
courseload undergrad that doesn't opt out of anything, but this
doesn't seem to translate into much more than, at best, a passing interest
by most.
Most of us eat at the Terrace, drink at Wilf's and volunteer or work for
the Union, but how many question the decisions from the top that gov-
ern them all? The best stat we have is about 30 percent, the amount of
undergrads that voted in last year's WLUSU student elections.
This year, nothing has seriously challenged the WLUSU brass, at least
in the way that WLUSA work action, Turret underagers and the Welker
gondola scandal have in the past. The faculty strike was averted, the
Terrace and Third Floor renovations were completed more or less on
schedule and O-Week volunteer fees were cut without significant trou-
bles. Conflict with the media (Radio Laurier and WLUSP) aside, things
have gone pretty smoothly.
But myriad challenges remain, the most pressing of which is reconcil-
ing how WLUSU goes about its decision-making. The Union's
Management Committee (MC) is, with the exception of the President,
Vice president: University affairs (VP:UA), BOD Chair andVice-Chair, the
unelected executive that manages the day-to-day operations of the non-
profit corporation. As in past years, conflict has arisen as the MC has been
perceived as running the corporation without proper consultation and
direction from WLUSU's popularly elected legislature, the BOD.
While tension between the two parties may not be a big concern to
most Laurier students, it should be. The legislature is the only safeguard
students have against the executive pursuing the interests of the corpora-
tion, which often differ from those of its constituents.
This problem manifests itself in WLUSU's other big challenge for sec-
ond semester: more affordable food options. There are a numberof com-
mittees working away at it, the most interesting of which asking the ques-
tion if a non-profit corporation really needs to make money from its 'prof-
it centres' - Wilf's and the Terrace. A number of directors expressed frus-
tration that management seem to be dragging their feet while there
seems to be a clear student mandate to lower WLUSU's food prices.
In a year where not a whole lot is happening within WLUSU, the suc-
cessful implementation of cheaper food in the Union's businesses is the
board's best chance to leave a longstanding legacy. It would take bold
action and cooperation between the strata of student government, so it's
completion would be a very encouraging sign.
Back to school, all too soon
As students, we can all sympathize
with the headaches of scheduling,
thanks to the frustrating hours
spent on LORIS trying to put
together a timetable each year.
Still, this doesn't ease the pain of
having to head back to class on
January 3 due to the many factors
inscheduling the school year.
With the final day of exams
falling on December 20, many stu-
dents were left without much of a
break. After a semester of a seem-
ingly endless barrage of classes,
readings, essays and exams with-
out a reading week, an adequate
break is much-deserved and
much-needed.
And while it may seem petty to
gripe about a short Christmas
break, it's far from it for those stu-
dents who live out of province.
The astronomical price of a plane
ticket is hard to swallow for a less-
than-two-week trip.
Sue Horton, WLU's Vice
President of Academics, claims
that an extra week now would
have meant that the Spring term
would have to start a week earlier.
Far more students are in class now
than during the Spring term -
wouldn't it make more sense to
give thatterm the earlier start, and
inconvenience fewer students?
We appreciate the need to fit in
all the required class time while
working around the calendar, but
there had to have been a better
way
than this.
This unsigned editorial was agreed upon by at least two-thirds of the The
Cords Editorial Board and does not necessarily reflect the view of The Cord's
volunteers, staff or WLUSP.
Editorial
Dear Seth and
Summer: please die
Watching TV isn't necessarily bad, but sometimes we care a little too much,
especially in the case of the beloved OC says Sports Editor Mike Brown
MIKEBROWN
SportsEditor
Tonight, a tragedy will occur. For
the third consecutive Thursday
night, FOX's smash hit, The OC,
will fail to produce new material.
Presumably, the apocalypse is
upon us.
But take heart! TV's most
beloved show will be back in a
week with new episodes, the offi-
cial website assures me (I had to
swallow my pride and visit
http://www.fox.com/oc/ to do a
little research so I could effectively
namedrop).
Its return will undoubtedly
bring the restoration of OC parties,
the only reason I'm even aware of
this apparent cultural gem's exis-
tence. I've seen The OC in its
entirety only once - when some
friends offered to make me supper
and go to a bar of my choice back
in second year. The clincher: If
I
waited until commercials, I was
even allowed to make fun of the
show whose popularity befuddles
me so.
Now, my hatred for The OC
doesn't run so deep as to suggest
that one such viewing lowered my
IQ or any such nonsense.
However, when I recall a
Thursday night predrink of earlier
this year, my OC hatred is quickly
stoked. There were maybe 30 peo-
ple in attendance and all but four
were glued to the problems of
these California rich kids. The few
of us that held out were huddledin
the cozy attic watching Survivor.
This is noteworthy for two rea-
sons.
First of all, we left at 8:45 with-
out learning whod been booted
off the island (assuming they were
on an island in season 32). Why?
Because the Spur was a big deal in
September and we knew that
showing up before The OC ended
would guarantee no line. That's
right. I can predict bar lines on the
basis of a primetime soap opera. Is
no one else horribly saddened by
this?!
The fact that people are so con-
cerned about any TV show is dis-
concerting. Granted, everyone
needs the occasional mindless
stress release, but many people
have taken their OC fervour too
far. I've learned the hard way that
talking over Marissa's petty prob-
lems is damnnear criminal. Now, I
know it's a novel concept, but how
about when we get together with
our friends, we don't have to
spend an hour in silence without
fearing reprimand?
I said the fact we were watching
Survivor was important for two
reasons. The second is a little
embarrassing. You see, before I
started university, 1 was an
absolute Survivor addict. I did not
miss a single episode for the first
five seasons. Not one. 1 know -
pathetic.
However, when I moved into
Willison, sports were the only
common ground in the B2 lounge,
and I phased out not only
Survivor, but also The West Wing,
The Simpsons and the rest of my
addiction-generating staples. It
was simply a necessary move to
maintain any remnant of academ-
ic respectability alongside a satis-
factory social life.
Ultimately, I'm grateful I chose
to bid adieu to TV. Granted, I miss
out on the occasional water cooler
reference, but I also free up hours
of time weekly - time that can be
used to study, devote to volunteer
endeavours, exercise and see
friends.
So, yeah, in seven short days,
The OC comes back with all new
episodes. But do me a favour and
ask yourselves how much you real-
ly care? I'm all-too-tragically aware
that most of you will ignore my
plea entirely. Your reaction to this
article will probably end after
bookmarking the aforementioned
official OC website. Admittedly,
that hurts my soul a little. Luckily,
I'm an optimist and if even a cou-
ple people forego their usual
must-see TV to, say, read up on the
federal election platforms, my soul
will more than recover.
And if not, I'll just take consola-
tion in FOX's decision to bump the
show back to 9pm, ensuring the
lines at the Fiddle and Spur
remain negligible for one more
precious hour.
letters@cord.weekly.com
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Opinion
On gunshots and ballot boxes
Maybe there aren't any answers to the pandemic of gun violence at least not where we're looking, says Opinion Editor Carly Beath
CARLYBEATH
OpinionEditor
Across Canada, political candi-
dates are shooting off their
mouths; across Toronto people are
shooting each other. The connec-
tions between the two phenome-
na don'tend at arbitrary semantic
links, either.
After reading what seemed like
the millionth, "How do we stop the
shootings? What's the answer
here?" newspaper column, a
depressing thought occurred to me.
Maybe there is no answer here.
Maybe all we have to grasp at
are these columns; maybe all we
can do is ask questions. Maybe
there is no giant, overarching
problem that can be solved.
Now, I have to choose my words
carefully here. I don't mean to say
there aren't problems that are con-
tributing factors in this spree of
shootings. There are.
What I mean to say is that it
seems to me that there isn't just
one problem, singular. There isn't,
say, a hole that we can throw
money into, fill up,
and make
everything fine again. There are
lots of holes, and if we fix only one
or two, who's to say people won't
go falling down the other ones?
NDP leader Jack Layton said of
the murder of Jane Creba on
Boxing Day,"It is a group of reck-
less, shameful criminals who did
this - not a community, not a
whole people."
He meant to be optimistic, to
say that
most people are good. But
the defeating thing hidden in this
statement is that it's impossible to
know which members of the com-
munity are the potential murder-
ers. And Id like to wager that every
time someone pulls the trigger of a
gun, they're not (consciously, at
least) thinking of their place in the
larger scheme. They're not think-
ing of themselves as contributors
to this trend of gun murders;
they're simply thinking of the
grudge it is they're holding, or
whatever other matter of the
moment that madethem reach for
a gun.
And if they're not seeing things
in terms of the bigger picture
they're helping to create, it'll be
pretty hard to get them thinking
about stopping it.
So look to the campaign trail.
The candidates are making lots
of claims about what needs to be
done. Paul Martin says we need to
ban handguns. Jack Layton says
we need "tougher sentences for
firearms offences," as well as less
"poverty unemployment and
social exclusion." Stephen Harper
thinks we just need to "enforce
Canada's tough gun-control
laws."
The conundrum we face is
apparent even here. Do we need
tougher laws or just better ways to
ensure the ones we already have
are followed? Do we need to start
at the root causes? Maybe it's that
we need some specifics, rather
than broad ideas - it's all well and
good to say better enforcement is
the solution, but just how exactly is
this going to happen? One side
says we should install cameras in
areas that see a lot of crime, and
the other side counters with issues
of privacy and ineffectiveness in
prevention.
Maybe we don't want cameras
on our street corners, but if we
also don'twant people to keep get-
ting shot while they're out shop-
ping, then maybe we have to deal
with it. We want actual, big change
but we don'twant our daily lives to
be restricted because of it.
This echoes precisely what the
problems are with our political
landscape.
First, there are a lot of ambigu-
ous buzz-words and phrases
thrown around, but not much that
makes people feel like things will
actually get taken care of in a con-
crete
way.
Second, there's a refusal to step
outside the box. Time after time,
far too many Canadians see the
election as a battle between the
Liberals and Conservatives.
Despite the fact that the Liberals
pissed away the public's money in
sponsorship deals, were thrown
out on a non-confidencevote and
are now being investigated for a
possible leak of income trust
information, it looks like we're
poised to re-elect them. Their
incompetence is the whole reason
we're having this election so soon
after the last one, and we're going
to give them back the govern-
ment? And then we're expecting
things to change?
Right. Insert eye-roll emoticon
here.
Real-life problems don't respond
to symbolism, empty rhetoric or
complacency. We found this out
when anyone expecting the vio-
lence to stop when '2005:The Year
of the Gun' ended was proven
wrong, and a man was shot in
Toronto just hours after 2006
kicked off. When I said earlier that
"maybe there is no answer here",
that last word was key.
There is no answer here - in the
place we are, in the current frame-
work thatwe just keep running on.
We have to stop being compla-
cent, and we have to force our
elected officials to do the same - or
find different ones. We have to
think of something new.
letters@cord weekly, com
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ForgetAtkins and
loveyourselfthis year
Give up the fad diets and take care of yourself for the sake of health, not beauty
MARCOSMOLDES
My So-Called Queer Life
Now that the holidays are over, the
family dinners are finished and I
rang in the New Year in the com-
panyof good friends with gin and
tonics, I've decided its time to
commit to resolutions.
This year I have two:
a) Continue being my loveable,
sarcastic self andb) Refuse to pun-
ish myself with a painful and
restrictive diet.
While I'm not exactly built like a
Greek statue and I don't think the
Chippendale male dancers are
going to take me on as a back-up
anytime soon (which is a shame
really, because after a few drinks 1
do an amazing booty dance), I
refuse to fall into the trap of a stu-
pid diet.
Much like the image of feminin-
ity promoted by mainstream
media and popular culture, gay
culture is obsessed with size,
shape and body fat percentage. If
you scan the gay press you are
bombarded with the image of the
"Twinkie" - a young, white,
androgynous boy whose body
bears a striking resemblance to
the Olsen twin who suffered from
an eating disorder.
Existing outside of the rigid
standards of queer beauty curses
you to the status of pariah in the
gay village. It's kind of like being
the loser at the fabulous party. You
may have been invited, but it feels
like it was out of obligation.
For several years I wanted to just
fit into size 28 jeans and become
what Bridget Jones identifies as "a
stick insect" (didn't everyone hate
that character in the book?), but
then I had a thought: If I just try to
lead a healthy lifestyle and accept
my body as it is (with the occa-
sional manicure-pedicure of
course - I'm not a barbarian) then
maybe I would stop feeling so
insecure about it.
1 think that all of the skinny
propaganda we encounter on a
daily basis has brainwashed us
into thinking that drastic fad diets
actually provide long term bene-
fits. If I were to write a diet book it
would be titled Forget Atkins and
Love Yourself.
So while I will never have the
look of a member of the beautiful
gay stick insect cult, I'm surpris-
ingly happy and content with
myself. I try to follow the Canada
Food Guide and do a little exercise
three times a week. My bathroom
scale has a thick layer of dust on it
and instead of feeling like crap, I
feel pretty good. It's nice to not
wake up insulting and cursing my
body and go to bed feeling guilty.
Does this mean I'm not going to
eat healthily and be active? Of
course not - bring on the bran and
gym membership.
But I resolve to be healthy
because 1 want to feel good, not
look good. I still hate my inner
thighs, but my theory is that if I
stop seeing my body as my enemy
and start seeing it as my friend then
maybe, just maybe, it will be easier
to be healthy and stay that way.
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n9'd standard of beauty - gay men also feel the push to look like "the Olsen
twin who suffered from an eating disorder" (she's the one on the right).
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The changingface ofrelationships
The increasing popularity of both bisexuality and swingers clubs means our static notions of relationships are being redefined
VERONICAHUGHES
Rant Space
Relationships are becoming oneof
those concepts that are impossible
to define with any certainty, since
people in them are constantly
changing the boundaries.
In the past year I have heard
more about people in committed
relationships coming out as bisex-
ual than I can ever remember.
Now, I am in no way claiming
that bisexuality is not a valid sexu-
al orientation, or that these people
I have come across are not indeed
bisexual or bicurious. However,
they have all been in long-term
committed relationships, and
haveonly experienced one form of
sexual orientation. Bisexuality
gives them an avenue to explore
other sexual partners without the
stigma or consequences of tradi-
tional "cheating".
I have come across this bisexual-
ity in both males and females, but
mainly in straight-oriented rela-
tionships. The other partner knows
and accepts their bisexuality and
thereforeaccepts the fact therewill
come a time whenanother person
might come into the picture, either
as a one night stand or a semi-per-
manent fixture.
They have to come to terms
with the fact this is who that per-
son is, and if they deny them what
they desire sexually it will be the
end to the relationship. Perhaps
this is simply an example of a
more liberal generation emerging
from the work that was done by
our hippie, rock and roll genera-
tion parents.
A similar debate has been going
on with adults a couple of genera-
tions older over swingers groups
and clubs. Traditionalists and reli-
gious groups find the clubs a path
towards the decline of the notion
of a monogamous couple as we
know it. Orgies and partner swap-
ping are just two of the several sex-
ual activities that go on behind the
clubs' closed doors.
Swingers clubs have started to
become popularized through tele-
vision shows, like Oprah's latest
expose on their presence in subur-
ban America. They are also easily
accessed and kept private through
the Internet.
Meanwhile, the Supreme Court
voted in an overwhelming majori-
ty last month in favour of keeping
swingers clubs open due to the
fact they are private organizations
that pose no harm to society.
Have we simply reverted to an
unnatural coding system of
straight and gay, with little room
for an in-between?
These changes in ideas of
monogamyshould lead to further
research into whether monogamy
is on the outs, and if our tradition-
al notions of relationships and
marriage are too rigid for the 21st
century.
For example, in Renaissance
Italy, men were supposed to sexu-
ally experiment with other males
during their 20s. Have we simply
reverted to an unnatural coding
system of straight and gay, with lit-
tle room for an in-between? It is
also said that given the AIDS crisis
and rampant STDs, monogamous
relationships are the only way to
stay safe. Some couples find the
thought of going outside the rela-
tionship for sex not only emotion-
ally hurtful, but also potentially
physically damaging.
Ifbisexuality and swingers clubs
are just two examples of marriage
and relationships as
we presently know
them evolving and
changing, what
does the future hold
for relationships?
Will commit-
ment and faithful-
ness become of less
importance than
sexual experimentation? Or are
these just ways to bring excite-
ment and fun back into long-term
relationships, making them
healthier and stronger than if they
had not tested waters elsewhere?
Or perhaps the answer is too
fluid and personal, and Trudeau
was correct: is what happens in
the bedrooms of the nation no
one's business but those partici-
pating?
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Make child poverty history
One place to start is with a federal daycare program, says Dave Alexander
DAVEALEXANDER
KeystoneEditor
Perhaps due to the good looks and
charm of Bono and other celebrity
do-gooders, the Make Poverty
History campaign has received
about as much attention this year
as U2.
Today public support for end-
ing poverty in developing coun-
tries is on the rise and Canadians
are pressuring politicians to
ensure that we do our part in
meeting this important goal.
But while public awareness has
beendrawn to poverty in develop-
ing countries, Canadians have yet
to address the Make Poverty
History campaign's national goal:
ending child poverty in Canada.
In 1989 about 15 percent of
Canadianchildren lived below the
poverty line. Despite the Canadian
Parliament's pledge that year to
eliminate child poverty by 2000,
over a million children are living in
poverty today. There are more
children living in poverty now
than in 1989, the year the House of
Commons voted to take action.
This federal election is a perfect
time to remind Canadian Members
of Parliament of that pledge.
We know that children who live
in
poverty face challenges. A 1998
review of the effects of childhood
poverty by researcher Vonnie C.
McLoyd demonstrated some of
the effects that poverty can
have
on kids.
While childrens' outcomes are
mediated by home, neighbour-
hood and school characteristics,
poverty in the first five years of a
child's life can have devastating
short and long-term effects.
McLoyd found that children
who experience poverty in their
early years have poorer IQ scores
and verbal capabilities than other
kids. These children also experi-
ence more behavioural problems
and psychological challenges like
anxiety and depression.
In the long-term, these kids will
be more likely to get low grades
and drop-out of school. We
shouldn't be surprised; these chil-
dren start life with more chal-
lenges due to the devastating
effects of growing up in poverty.
There are more children living in
poverty now than in 1989, the
year the House of Commons
pledged to eliminate child poverty
by 2000.
A review of early childhood
interventions by Dr. W. Steven
Barnett demonstrated that they
provide significant long-term ben-
efits. For many children, he states,
preschool programs can mean the
difference between failing and
passing, regular or special educa-
tion, staying out of trouble or
becoming involved in crime and
delinquency, dropping out or
graduating from high school.
Dr. Barnett's review shows that
these programs have a preventa-
tive effect on participants likeli-
hood to engage in criminal behav-
iour. Reduced costs in areas such
as criminal justice and costs to
crime victims could save
Canadians tens of thousands of
dollars per child. For federal poli-
cy-makers, these programs can be
part of a long-term, fiscally
responsible crime prevention
strategy.
While government-supported
intervention programs help to
mediate the effects of poverty,
they will not solve the problem of
poverty itself.
Campaign 2000 is a public edu-
cation movement that was created
in the early nineties to put pres-
sure on Parliament to fulfill their
promise to end Canadian child
poverty by the year
2000. The policies
advocated in the
campaign's 2005
Report Card might
sound familiar to
people who follow
Canadianpolitics.
"Nations that
have significantly
reduced child and
family poverty," reads die docu-
ment, "have done so by investing
in high quality early learning and
child care programs, effective
child benefit systems, national
affordable housing programs and
generous income security and
unemployment benefits."
While we have heard childcare
discussed in this election, policies
have been presented as game
show prizes rather than as, well,
policies.
It's important that the parties'
childcare platforms are evaluated
to ensure that the quality of care is
high and that the care is accessible
to those it would serve best: low-
income families.
In a 1998 study, Lisa Fiorentino
and Nina Howe reviewed ways in
which day care quality affected
childhood outcomes. In terms of
providing a rich learning environ-
ment, lower quality day care pro-
grams that lack the human
resources necessary to provide
well-trained staff have been
shown to produce less positive
outcomes for children.
When care-providers don't have
age-appropriate developmental
materials, enough time or enough
space for their children, it's the
mental, emotional and social
development of these kids that
suffers. For example, one study
showed that children who estab-
lish meaningful relationships with
their educators experience fewer
behavioural problems than other
children.
Since children who live in
poverty are more likely to end up
in lower quality childcare, or with
no childcare at all, a federal child-
care programwith clear guidelines
for quality of care would produce
the best outcome for our kids.
We know childcare is crucial for
many parents, but just having a
place to keep kids safe for a few
hours a day is not enough. Quality
matters.
Of course quality childcare is
just one step that must be taken if
we want to get serious about fight-
ing poverty. Until parents have
affordable housing and decent
jobs we cannot expect their chil-
dren to have the opportunities for
success that this country can pro-
vide.
This year, its up to
us to remind
our politicians that no child in
Canada should have to grow up
in
poverty. Let's elect a Parliament
that will fulfill its 1989 promise to
make child poverty history.
letters@cordweeklv-com
Contributed Photo
CHILD'S PLAY - Quality daycare is a central element in the elimination of
child poverty.
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Hi CALLING ALL
DICTATORS
n
Do YOU want to control
jgg what WLU students read?
Then you are going to want to attend the
Wilfrid Laurier University Student Publications
Annual General Meeting
January 16th, 2006
At 7:OOPM in the Senate
Board Chambers
The annual general meeting is open to
all WLU students.
Buses will be available for Brantford students who wish to attend.
They will depart from the Carnegie Building at S:3OPM sharp. To
reserve a seat contact Anthony Piscitelli at president@wlusp.com
or at 519-884-0210 ext. 3565.
PROXY VOTES:
Proxy voting forms must be filled out and handed in by 12-noon on
Thrusday January 12th, 2006.
NOMINATION FORMS:
Nomination forms must be filled out and handed in by 12-noon on
Monday January 9th, 2006.
Waterloo Students - Proxy voting and nomination forms are available from
the WLUSP office located in the basement of Macdonald House.
Brantford Students - Proxy voting and nomination forms are available from
Tracy Arabski's office (located in the Odeon Building room 102)
Originally from Burlington,
Ptaszek currently resides in
Dundas, a mere five minutes from
the McMaster campus, with his
wife and five-month old son. The
chance to watch his son grow up,
in combination with the immedi-
ate possibility of becoming a head
coach, was enough to sway the
young coach in Mac's favour.
Still, the decision wasn't easy.
"Leaving my Laurier family has
been one of the toughest decisions
1 have ever had to make," Ptaszek,
who was in Arizona at the time of
publication and unavailable for
comment, told the OUA last
month.
The offensive whiz isn't the only
one for whom this cliange will take
some getting used to. "Originally,
there was some shock," noted
Andy Baechler, now entering his
fourth year on the Hawks' receiv-
ing core, having played exclusively
under Ptaszek. "It looks a little dif-
ferent to see Coach P. in the
maroon."
After all, Laurier and McMaster
have battled tirelessly for OUA
supremacy these past three years,
no other team having hoisted the
Yates Cup since the turn of the
century. After a 5-3 season
in 2005,
McMaster is excited to bring the
innovative Ptaszek into the fold
and the two rival squads promise
to be in the mix again in 2006.
Despite his coach's move to one
of WLU's strongest opponents,
Baechler understands that the
time was right for his sagacious
former coach to move on. "There's
no resentment or anything,"
Baechler noted. "There's definitely
a disappointment and we'll miss
him 'cause he's definitely a huge
part
of what we did."
Head Coach Gary Jeffries was
equally supportive when lament-
ing the loss of his right-hand man,
saying, "I wish him nothing but
the best. He's one of my best
friends."
Still, he remains optimistic
about his team's future. "It's going
to be a hard piece to fill, but we
will." The Hawks hope to
announce Ptaszek's replacement
by the end of the month, ideally
before next Friday's start of winter
workouts.
Given the fast approach of off-
season training, Laurier faithful
can probably expect Ptaszek's suc-
cessor to come from within, some-
one who is already familiar with
the team's motion-driven offen-
sive schemes.
Another concern is the effect of
Ptaszek's loss on the recruiting
process. "We'll lose some [recruits]
- there's no question," admits
Jeffries while lounging in the living
room of his Seagram Ave. football
house, where the impressive Yates
Cup, IJteck Bowl, and Vanier Cup
sit side-by-side, a reminder to
potential recruits of the excellence
expected at WLU. "Some will go to
Mac - some of the offensive kids -
but there's still enough out there
that we'll get our share," Jeffries
added.
"It's just another challenge," he
explained. "And 1 don't mean for
one second to diminish his role,"
citing Ptaszek's "tremendous
value" in game-day management
as unparalleled.
Succinctly summing up his feel-
ings, Jeffries noted, "[ls this) diffi-
cult? For sure. Sad to see him
leave? Absolutely. Will we survive?
Without question."
On paper, Ptaszek's loss appears
devastating. In three years at
Laurier, though, Jeffries has
weathered all storms sent his way
and it's hard to doubt the three-
time OUA Coach of the Yearwill do
the same this time around.
Sports
Fall 2005
Varsity Review
The first half of the school year was one of great success for Laurier's student athletes,
and The Cord takes a look at those varsity squads whose seasons have come to a close
Men's Football A+
8-0, Yates Cup, Uteck Bowl, and Vanier Cup
Champions
What is there left to say? It was a
dream season - 12 impressive vic-
tories culminating in a thrilling
24-23 Vanier Cup win over the
favoured Saskatchewan Huskies at
a raucous Ivor Wynne Stadium.
The Golden Hawks of 2005 will go
down in Laurier history books as
the best in school history, surpass-
ing even the 1991 Vanier victors
that had two regular season blips
en route to national glory.
Head Coach Gary Jeffries took
his third OUA Coach of the Year
award in as many years as WLU
bench boss. The team qualified 15
OUA All-Stars and 6 All-
Canadians, including first team
honours for quarterback Ryan
Pyear and halfback lan Logan.
More importantly, though, this
group exemplified hard work and
cooperation, giving Laurier fans
plenty to cheer about beginning
with their 45-0 Frosh week shel-
lacking of Queen's, all the way to
their gutsy comeback on the
December 3 national stage.
Cord MVP Pick: Ryan Pyear,
Quarterback
- Mike Brown
Women's Lacrosse A
9-0-1, OUA Champions
The Golden Hawks once again
marched through their regular
season, posting a 9-0-1 record in
2005. The lone blemish was a tie
with the rival Queen's Golden
Gaels, who the ladies would later
defeat in overtime by a score of 9-
8 to capture their third OUA title in
as many years. Laurier is the first
team to accomplish a three-peat
in the short history of OUA
women's field lacrosse. Kirsten
Gerrie, Erica Howard, and Lisa
Fotopoulos all earned OUA all-star
nods, though they were slighted
with a shut out in the individual
awards.
With a strong returning core,
there's reason to be optimistic for
four in a row for the Hawks. Rookie
Kirsten Gerrie notched five of the
team's eight goals in the final
game, including the overtime win-
ner and should form the corner-
stone of the team for the next
three years.
Cord MVP Pick: Kirsten Gerrie,
Attack
- Mark D. Hopkins
Men's Soccer B+
5-3-2, Lost to Carleton in OUA quarter-final
Despite low expectations, the
men's soccer team had a consis-
tently strong season. Hard work
helped the Golden Hawks into the
playoffs, beating RMC in the first
round only to lose to Carleton in
the OUA quarter-finals for a sec-
ond straight year.
The team had superb offensive
production from Damir
Hadziavdic and Miguel Knox,
complimented with the strong
defensive presence of Shaun
Wigger and Captain Jason Lyall.
The OUA honoured Hadziavdic as
Rookie of the Year and second
team all-star, while Lyall garnered
his dazzling fifth-straight first
team all-star nod; Knox and
Wigger made the second team.
Cord MVP Pick: Jason Lyall,
Sweeper
- Parry Soli i
Men's Baseball B+
10-8, Lost to Western in OUA semi-finals
Heading into the season, the
Laurier men's baseball team was
certain of one thing: their collec-
tive desire to earn a first-ever play-
off berth. In a season full of tips
and downs, the team did exactly
that, proving that a blend of youth
and savvy veterans can translate
into a winning formula. After a
strong start, the team found them-
selves inching towards postseason
play, where they unfortunately ran
into a brick wall in the form of a
strong team from Western in the
first round of the playoffs. With a
rejuvenating season in the books,
props must be given to closer
Robbie Thompson, who collected
two wins and seven saves, allow-
ing just one run in 19 innings of
work, yet was overlooked by the
OUA all-star selection committee.
Cord MVP Pick: Rob Thompson,
Closer
- Rod Perry
Women's Rugby B
4-2, Lost to Brock in quarter-finals
After back-to-back winless sea-
sons, the women's rugby team fin-
ished second in the second tier
Russell Division, going 4-2 and
earned a playoff meeting with the
third-place Brock Badgers. They
held their own before eventually
bowing out 12-7. Nonetheless, the
influx of talent gives hope for next
season, as the Golden Hawks
make the jump to the top tier
Sheils Division, where the young
team is poised to meet the chal-
lenge of the stiffer competition
that awaits them.
Cord MVP Pick: Lindsay Wood,
Scrum-half
- Mike Brown
Men's Rugby B-
4-4, Did not make playoffs
The season started with playoff
ambitions and ended with victori-
ous disappointment. Winning the
final game of the season, a 60-0
lambasting of Trent, Laurier's
men's rugby team finished the sea-
son with a 4-4 (.500) record.
Unfortunately, this was not
enough for the playoff berth that
Coach Josh Windsor had hoped for
at the season's outset. While con-
sistent play from young players
(especially John Moonlight, who
was selected to Canada's Under-19
Men's Team) contributed to the
Hawks' .500 season, the team
could not crack the glass ceiling
and challenge the OUA's upper
echelon squads. Next year, if the
Hawks are more consistent, they
may finally be able to score an
ever-elusive playoff berth.
Cord MVP Pick: Adam McNamara,
Scrum-half
- Joe Turcotte
Women's Soccer D
1-8-2, Did not make playoffs
After losing some key veterans
from the 2004 squad, the '05 ver-
sion of Laurier's women's soccer
team made losing a theme.
Chronically unable to muster any
offence, the ladies managed just
one win over Trent and a pair of
ties with Windsor. They found
themselves at the bottom of the
heap in the West Division and
missed the playoffs for the first
time since 1999. With a youngcore
returning, they should improve,
assuming the Hawks find a way to
solve opposing goalkeepers.
Cord MVP Pick: Erin Shewfelt,
Defence
-
Mike Brown
Cross Country
Third-year runner Erin Fox
became die first Golden Hawk
representative at nationals in
four years. With a time of 18:10,
Fox finished 29th among
Canada's best, after an 11th
place finish at the OUA champi-
onship.
Cheerleading
After countless hours of oft-
overlooked hard work, following
the men's football team as far as
Halifax, the Golden Hawk cheer-
leaders stepped briefly into the
limelight for the national cham-
pionships at the University of
Waterloo on December 2. In
defence of their 2004 runner-up
showing, the Hawks were only
able to crack the top five in the
ten-team field of the nation's
best (well, except Toronto,
whose performance shed light
on the chronically unmotivated
performance of the Varsity Blues
football squad and their
abysmal 38-game losing streak).
.QWEST
Women's Tennis
The season was short-lived for
the Hawks' racquet-toting
ladies, and mercifully so. They
went 0-5 and failed to qualify for
the playoffs, losing by a com-
bined 23-3 tally. On the plus
side, the team's existence
ensured that the University of
Waterloo didn't have to go
win-
less, as the Warriors captured
their sole victory in a 4-3
win
over WLU in the season's first
match.
Bertuzzi paid his dues
With every Team Canada selection comes a host of doubters, but Mark D. Hopkins
tells them to cease their naysaying and have some faith in Gretzky's picks
MARKD.HOPKINS
SportsWriter
I have one word for the Canadian
Olympic Committee (COC) and
naysayers alike - relax.
Yes, on March 8 of 2004, Todd
Bertuzzi committed an act on
Steve Moore of the Colorado
Avalanche that was despicable,
embarrassing and downright ugly.
In no way am I attempting to justi-
fy h actions on that day.
There is the disclaimer; here is
the rant.
The day after Team Canada's
brass presented the 2006 Olympic
men's hockey roster, the media,
fans across the nation, committee
constituents and even members of
parliament were displeased over
Gretzky and Co.'s decision to select
the likes of Shane Doan, Dany
Heatley and the aforementioned
Bertuzzi. As stated, I ask these
people to take a step back and
think before they talk or act.
In a
country that often sees con-
victed rapists, pedophiles and
even murderers released far too
early, Bertuzzi forfeited over
5500,000 in salary, 13 regular sea-
son
games, seven playoff games
and the right to explore the
European leagues during the
recent lockout.
The suspension was the sec-
ond-longest handed down in the
history of the NHL, only eclipsed
by Marty McSorley's stick-swing-
ing incident on Donald Brashear -
oddly enough, also at GM Place in
Vancouver, in 2000.
Todd Bertuzzi and his family
have been through enough with
the NHL disciplinary action as
well as the outside lawsuits filed
on behalf of Moore. In no way am
1 calling Bertuzzi the victim of the
situation; I'm just saying that if, for
some reason, the COC had a beef
with Bertuzzi being placed on
Team Canada, they should have
privately brought this up prior to
the selection decisions.
The emergence of a promising
young core of Canadian players
such as Eric Staal, Dion Phaneuf,
Sidney Crosby and Jason Spezza
madefor some tough decisions for
the executive team. However, I fail
to understand how some disagree
with the selection of Bertuzzi to
the squad. Gretzky and Co.'s job is
to assemble the greatest possible
team.
Surely, Eric Staal has ploughed
his way to the top of the scoring
race in his rookie campaign, but
there's a reason that they don't
simply select the top 25 Canadian
scorers at the time. We need a
team that can play at both ends of
the rink, not one of full-out
snipers that might kill us in our
own end.
Let me play Pat Quinn for a sec-
ond.
How do two scoring lines of
Gagne - Sakic - Iginla, and Nash -
Thorton - Heatley sound? Pretty
damn good to me. Next, throw in
some extra firepower with the
Tampa threesome of Richards -
Lecavlier - St. Louis. Finally, the
fourth line will need to be tough
and responsible enough defen-
sively to tame the opponents' top
line. A trio of Bertuzzi - Draper -
Doan sounds about right: a hard-
nosed checking centre that is one
of the best in the business on the
penalty kill and two rock-solid
wingers who can also put the puck
in the back of the net at any time.
Simply put, 1 wish more atten-
tion were devoted to rallying our
national pride behind the men
that will wear the maple leaf in
Italy as opposed to opening
Bertuzzi's can of worms again.
Good luck to the COG and anyone
else questioning Gretzky's hockey
pedigree and selections; they're
damn near flawless. Bertuzzi was
wrong but he got what he
deserved. Give him a chance to
succeed for himself, his support-
ers and most importantly, his
country.
lettevsdPcordweekly. com
Contributed Photo
NO RESPECT - Todd Bertuzzi, blacklisted since his sucker punch on Steve Moore, heads the list of controversial selec-
tions to Canada's team for Turin. Doubters aside, Canada's stacked squad is the undeniable gold medal favourite.
WLU seeks
replacement
for Ptaszek
Despite his deep love for the purple ond gold, Coach
Ptaszek will have to get used to McMaster's maroon
- from COACH, cover
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Zulu custom
finallybanned
Virginity testing, the inspection of young girl's genitals
to determine if she is still a virgin, is now illegal
TONY FERGUSON
International Editor
The age-old Zulu custom of virgin-
ity testing has been outlawed in
South Africa after the National
Assembly enacted a Children's Bill
making inspection of girls illegal if
they are under 16.
Virginity testing involves the
inspection of a girl's genitalia to
determine whether or not she has
previously engaged in sexual
intercourse.
"Sleeping with a virgin is still
believed [by some] to cure AIDS.
This mark makes a child more
vulnerable"
- Megan Briede, National Programme Manager -
Child Welfare South Africa
This ban has created concern
for traditionalists who feel that the
custom is an integral part of Zulu
culture, pointing to its promotion
of sex educationand prevention of
the spread of AIDS.
"It has always been there among
the Zulus. 1 really do not see it
stopping," said Princess Thembi
Zulu-Ndlovu, an organizer of the
largest virginity test in the country.
While proponents of virginity
testing cite its educational and
infection controlling benefits,
human rights groups point to its
violation of women's rights.
In a submission to South
African Parliament, the
Commission on Gender Equality
said: "Virginity testing clearly dis-
criminates on the grounds of gen-
der and impairs on the dignity and
well-being of the girl child."
Zulu-Ndlovu sees no point in
starting the procedure later on in
life.
"If you start at
18, they would not
know anything
about it," she said.
"[The girl] must
become familiar
with the practice.
Sometimes we do it
as early as six
months, sometimes
three years, because
then it is very easy to detect
whether a child has been raped."
The prevention of rape is one of
the driving forces behind testing
but some feel that it may make
girls more vulnerable to potential
attackers.
Test results are made public in
order to discourage sexual activity
out of fear of a 'fail'. This informa-
tion sometimes comes in the form
of a mark on the girl's forehead.
Megan Briede, national pro-
gramme manager for Child
Welfare South Africa, feels that this
turns girls into walking targets.
"[We see this as] advertising a
child for rape because sleeping
with a virgin is still believed (by
some) to cure AIDS. This mark
makes a child more vulnerable,"
she said.
The African legal system raises
questions of whether or not the
new law will effectively restrict
testing on young girls.
Courts and legal aid are often
remote in many parts of Africa and
frequently it is tribal leaders who
have the final wordon what is law.
In some areas, interpretation of
traditional law has precedence
over civil and criminal statutes.
Colleen Lowe-Morna, executive
director of Gender Links, a
women's rights group in
Johannesburg, said that political
leaders find it convenient to main-
tain these dual legal systems.
"Because that allows you to sign
up for all these progressive things
but essentially do nothing on the
ground," she said.
The new Children's Bill is a
modernaddition to the Child Care
Act of 1983 and amends a section
of the Bill of Rights that refers to
children.
It is divided into two sections;
section 75 and section 76. Section
75 focuses on provisions for chil-
dren while section 76 addresses
Child Welfare services.
These two sections will be com-
bined into a revised Child Care Act
once they aresigned by President
Thabo Mbeki, which he is expect-
ed to do in the new year.
Contributed Photo
UNTOUCHED, BUT SAFE? - A young girl celebrates after passing her virginity test in August 20, 2000 in Edendale,
KwaZulu Natal, South Africa. Her status could make her the target of believers in sex with a virgin as a cure for AIDS.
Syrian president accused of murder
Abdel-Halim Khaddam, former VP of the Syrian Baath party, was exiled after he
accused President Bashar Al-Assad of assassinating the ex-Premier of Lebanon
TONY FERGUSON
International Editor
Last week, Syria's ruling Baath
party expelled its former vice-
president Abdel-Halim Khaddam
for treason.
The former VP was dismissed
after he implicated his former
party in last year's Feb. 14 assassi-
nation of Lebanese ex-premier
Rafiq al-Hariri.
"The national leadership has
decided to throw Khaddam out of
the party ... Khaddam has
betrayed the party, the homeland
and the [Arab] nation," said the
party leadership on Sunday.
Khaddam launched an attack
on President Bashar al-Assad on
Friday claiming he had threatened
al-Hariri just months before the
assassination.
Khaddam quoted Assad who
said: "I will destroy anyone who
tries to hinder our decisions," to
Hariri during a meeting in
Damascus. Assad denies the
claim.
Khaddam's former party
described his comments to the
Dubai-based satellite channel Al-
Arabia as a "slander which violates
the principles of the nation."
Syrian members of parliament
have called for Khaddam, the first
high-ranking official in the
regime's history to become a
whistleblower, to be tried for trea-
son for his explosive comment.
Khaddam, who had long been
the mastermind behind Syria's
military and political domination
of neighbouring Lebanon,
announced his resignation as
vice-president in June. This came
as a shock to the Baath Party con-
gress.
"Khaddam has betrayed the
party, the homeland and the
[Arab] nation,"
-
Baath Party leadership
Syrian parliament voted unani-
mously to ask the Ministry of
Justice to indict Khaddam for high
treason.
Khaddam's allegations were
described by members of parlia-
ment as lies which aim to harm
the Syrian people.
"No one will take him seriously,
since he did not say anything
when the UN probe was going on
in Lebanon," said Hassan Abu
Ayesh, an Egyptian media execu-
five.
Ayesh calls into question the
true motive of Khaddam's state-
ment while Karim Assad, a
Lebanese expatriate who works
for a pan-Arab advertising agency,
attributes it to a serious political
struggle within the country.
"There is nothing new in
Khaddam's statement," he said. "It
was well known who was behind
Hariri's assassination
...
it looks
like there is some internal conflict
within the govern-
ment."
The U.S.-based
Reform Party of Syria
believes that
Khaddam's statement
has already proved suf-
ficient as to warrant the
stipulation of Chapter
Seven of the UN Charter.
Chapter Seven provides the UN
with the power to stop threats
to
the peace, breaches of the peace
and acts of aggression.
"This in effect is the closest
thing to a declaration of war by the
United Nations," announced the
Reform Party of Syria. "Should this
prove to be correct,
it is simply a
question of time before the Al-
Asad regime falls. 2006 is the year.'
ContributedPhoto
TRAITOR OR TRUTHFUL Abdel Hali m Khaddam is now under harsh criti-
cism from his former colleagues over his controversial accusation.
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Beirut's slow decline hits low in '06
YUSUFFAQIRI
CordInternational
Once a shining light in the Arab
World, Lebanon's capital has suf-
fered from a long decline
Beirut, the capital of Lebanon,
was once hailed as the Paris of the
Middle East. Long before today's
conflicts, the city was a model to
the rest of the world that two reli-
gious groups could live side by
side in relative harmony.
While people were dying over
religious conflicts in many parts of
the region, in Lebanon, Muslims,
Druze and Christians helped one
another.
Prior to the Lebanese Civil War
in 1975, this tiny and beautiful
country was thriving economical-
ly and socially while its neighbour-
ing states could only dream of
prosperity.
This all changed in 1975 when
external forces triggered the dev-
astating Lebanese Civil War
between Muslims and Christians.
It lasted until 1989 when the Taif
agreement was signed, ending the
war.
Between 1990 and 2005
Lebanon slowly recovered, but in
February 2005, the nation was
again plunged into chaos when
former Lebanese Prime Minister
Rafik Hariri was assassinated.
Many blamed neighbouring Syria
whose leader Basher Al-Assad has
denied on several occasions any
participation in Hariri's assassina-
tion.
Prior to Hariri's death,
Damascus has long had substan-
tial political influence on
Lebanon.lin late 2004 Al-Assad
successfully pushed the Lebanese
parliament to extend the term of
pro-Syrian President Emile
Lahoud. Hariri resigned his post at
Prime Minister in response.
Hariri's death has paralyzed
Lebanon ever since, leaving the
normally lively capital, famous for
its wild parties and European-
style night clubs, a virtual ghost
town.
Beirut's clubs weren't packed
with New Years' partiers as they
normally are on December 31,
because after all, what does
Lebanonhave to celebrate?
Salwa Sayegh, who owns a
clothing shop in the Christian
neighbourhood of Zalka, was
asked what her plans were for New
Year's Eve. "We are going to cry,"
she responded. "There is nothing
good in this country." A yearago at
this time this sort of sentiment
would be unheard of.
The streets and squares of
Beirut, instead of being filled with
people, are now packed with sol-
diers. Even parking lot attendants
are armed with devices that can
detect explosive materials.
Essentially the Lebanese gov-
ernment has stopped operating.
The Pro-Syrian politicians have
stalled their participation in the
government. Many Lebanese
politcians have barricaded them-
selves in their quarters out of fear.
The Druze Leader Walid
Jumblatt was asked if he would
ever leave his mountain fortress
and responded: "They have listen-
ing devices stronger than the
Lebanese Army. They have infil-
trated everything."
The paranoia of another attack
has caused a political and social
crisis in the country whose citi-
zens use to live in liberty. All of this
has been undermined to the
recent situation in Lebanon.
The nation would be able to sur-
vive on its own if it was just left
alone. But Syria is constantly
interfering in the country and they
must let go.
Al-Assad's Baath party in
Damascus is facing constant pres-
sure from the United States to
clean up its act. Al-Assad needs to
be careful what he does because it
won't be too long before
Washington comes after him.
letters@cordweekly. coir,
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Fly for FREE to London when you buy one of the
following Contiki tours departing Canada by May 23/06:
112 « European Explorer ■ European Adventurer ■ Ultimate European ■ 47-Day Camping ')
Or fly at special discounted rates when you buy other _ •
selected Contiki tours departing Canada by May 23/06 - COS llSrO
,
«OUB«3 fer W-»3's
ask your Travel CUTS consultant for more details.
Applicable tours must be booked and paid in fui! between )an.o2 - March 31/06. Space is limited, and may sell outbefore this date. Weekend surcharges,
taxes, and other government/airline/servicefees not included. Valid International Student identity Card lISIQ required. Terms & conditions apply.
Travel CUTS is ownedand operated by the Canadian Federation of Students. TiCO #1326998Cord International.
WLU's most trusted name name in news.
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Great houses! Brand New loft suites! Great location 300 feet to campus!
• 4,5, and 8 Bedroom houses • Kitchen - open concept, ceramics, breakfast bar
• Great location 300 feet from campus • mew appliances
• Brand New lofts, 4 and 5 bedroom • High efficiency gas furnace
• Large commmon areas and bedrooms • Air conditioning
• Free in suite laundry • 2 full bathrooms with ceramics in each unit
• Dishwasher • High speed internet/cable in each bedroom
mmmzmmwmmmwmgijjjjgjjgj
student,
student living pMeepitaHeeffiß
houses-Ca way it MgyjJ:
QUALITY STUDENT RENTALS
aIIUUIU
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Confidence is the new pink
Are you self-doubting more than you are dating? Dating pro Emma McFarlane says confidence is the most important hurdle to overcome
EMMA MCFARLANE
Sex andtheUniversity
When it comes to the dating
world, it is evident that there are
those who are in the game and
those who aren't. Are the people
that are in the game more beauti-
ful, funnier, more interesting, bet-
ter at sports or dance better then
those who aren't? That is a
resounding no.
So what do they possess that
sets them apart? The easy answer
is that they believe they are worth
dating and therefore project an
image of self-confidence. But the
trouble is, for those who find it
hard to break out of their shell,
how can they too enjoy the fun of
dating? Having faith in yourself
and getting the date with the per-
son you want isn't achieved over
night. It takes practice.
First impressions are every-
thing; something you can use to
your advantage. The person you
are talking to and hitting up has no
idea that you received a D in Intro
to English or that you used to wet
your bed, so revel in the opportu-
nity to start with a clean slate. Your
level of self-confidence usually
depends on how you've done in
previous circumstances, so why
not make this the time that you
remember?
A majority of the time, the per-
son you are talking to is just as
nervous as you are. They might
just be better al covering it up.
Things are not cut and dried and
randoms are unique and compli-
cated, just like everyone else. So
take it slow and don't rush into
things. It takes time to get into the
swing of starting conversations so
don't expect to pull a Casanova on
your first night.
Everyone gets burned a few times
in their lives and those who say
they haven't are lying; don't throw
a pity party or start a relationship
with Ben and Jerry.
If you decide to work up the
courageto ask for someone's num-
ber, email address, or out for a
date and end up getting shot
down, don't be discouraged.
Everyone gets burned a few
times in their lives and those who
say they haven't are lying. Don't
throw a pity party or start a rela-
tionship with Ben & Jerry. Just
realise that they obviously weren't
the one for you and you've elimi-
nated another con-
testant on the
search for the right
person.
Another way to
take the initial
stress out of meet-
ing people is to go
in groups or tote
along the fabled
'wing man'. When
you know that someone is there to
promote you, give strength and
ultimately be there lest you should
fall, it helps to relieve some of the
pressure of the situation.
Remember as well that whether
someone is still searching for a
partner or has found someone to
be with does not determine his or
her self-worth. More than likely
forged couples will hit a rough
patch and be back on the market
themselves. Having the confi-
dence to get back into the game
and to continue on is what makes
those people succeed in the first
place.
Regardless of your weight,
height, hairstyle, eating habits or
dance style, as long as you believe
you're great, it will emanate. Self-
confident people radiate a certain
"je ne sais quoi" and reap the ben-
efits because of it. So start looking
inside and realizing how great you
are. You do deserve happiness,
love and anything else that you
deem worthy.
Emilie Joshn
HOROSCOPES
Happy Birthday Capricorn!!!
Another year, another birthday. Let's
make this one worthwhile, not like all
the others. Do something important,
or at least mildly significant this year.
You'll finally run one of those charity
marathons,not because you care, but
to get in shape.
Also you've decided that instead of
having the traditional birthday party,
why not have a political party?
Capricorn (Dec. 22-jan. 19) X
%J
You will soon find yourself very single
and very alone. On the bright side,
this will free up some time for you to
finally learn Quenya, the High Elvish
Language created for Lord of the
Rings.
Khazad-ai-menu! No wonder you are
still single.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-feb. is)
Lindsay Lohan has announced she
has an eating disorder so you've
decided to take one up yourself to
honour your resolution to lose weight
for 2006. Keep up the great work.
Pisses (Feb. 19-Mor. 20)
You'll fall in love with a giant ape who
will drag you with him as he climbs
the CN tower. The Canadian military
will try to shoot him down but fail mis-
erably due to inadequate funding.
Aries (Mar. 2 I-Apr. 19)
According to India's National
Newspaper as reported on
www.hindu.com, Mars is not so wet,
after all.
Taurus (Apr. 20-May 20)
u
You've sworn off traditional astrology
and decided to only follow the
Chinese Zodiac.
Gemini <Moy 2 I -June 21;
'
This will be the best year of your life
so far, except for March, April and the
first of every month, which will be
downright awful.
Canter Quile 22-july 22)
The New Year brings many opportuni-
ties for Cancer. However you won't
really take advantage of any of them.
All your focus will be on your romantic
relationships this year, which will get
you laid, but not much else.
Leo Quiy 23-August 221
This is the year that you work your tail
off and meet your soulmate with
whom you'll have a deep, honest and
true connection. The stars suggest a
DNA test to ensure this person is not
family.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
I 1 V-
Keep up the hard work this year and
you will eventually get that RIM job
you've been wanting so very badly.
Libra Sept 23-Oct. 22) A
Ms.
You will read the book A Million Little
Pieces, by James Frey because it is
amazing. If you have already done so
you will read his
next book "My Friend
Leonard," because it rocks as well.
Scorpio (Oct 23-Nov 21)
Famous (notorious) Scorpios:
Count Dracula
Art Garfunkel
Frankenstein (I'm not making this up)
Stock Market Crash of '29
Katherine Hepburn
Sagittarius iNov 22-Dec. 21}
We're slowly weeding Sagittarius
out
the Zodiac. We'll keep you updated.
Michelle Pinciter has been
fabricating horoscopes since
the
mid eighties. Her predictions are
accurate to within 3.1 percent.
V)
times out of 20. She's got skills
yon just can't teach, son.
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Women's health expo free to students
Meet medical practitioners, attend seminars and visit over 50 interactive presentations at the annual Women's Health Matters Forum & Expo
JENNIFER O'NEILL
Body Break
It's not often that a health expert
will tell you "there's always room
for chocolate," but topics like this
and "Sex on the Couch" are just a
few of the interesting seminars
presented at the Women's Health
Matters Forum & Expo.
This annual event is held at the
Metro Toronto Convention Centre
in Toronto on January 20th and
21st and admission is free for all
full-time students.
This event is not only for the
health nut or the gym rat but is
beneficial to any woman ages 13
to 99.
This event is a great way to kick
off a new year and jump start that
resolution. The reason why New
Year's resolutions don't work is not
a lack of motivation, but a lack of
education.
Often people know that they
need more fresh fruits and vegeta-
bles, but lack the resources or
knowledge that tells them the
'how'.
What makes this expo great for
female university students is how
it can relate to us as women. Not
only are we coming out of adoles-
cence and into adulthood, but we
have to start making our own
nutrition decisions and deal with
stress, hormones and an evolving
lifestyle.
As we age, so do our parents.
One workshop at this forum deals
with staying positive when caring
for an older family member. As we
become stronger, and gracefully
enter into the prime years of our
life, our parents are perhaps
beginning to feel the stress of old
age.
This workshop will also be a
chance to understand not only
what your grandmother and
mother maybe going through, but
what you could expect as an aging
woman later in life and how com-
mon ailments such as osteoporo-
sis and diabetes can be reduced by
action you take today.
Many of these workshops are
not lecture-based, but are group
discussion panels on the issue. For
example, I often get asked about
spiritual needs and holistic well-
ness in health care, are these are-
covered. But is there room for
herbal medicine?
Photo exhibitors will present
"Giving Women Power over AIDS",
a series of photos detailing why
HIV prevention is important.
Alongside the many great pre-
senters and workshops, the Expo
is a trade showwith vendors ready
to answer any questions, give out
free samples and offer the latest
technology in health and fitness.
ContributedPhotos
EXPO '69 - "Sex On The Couch," and "Building Immunity to the Common
Cold" are among the many seminars offered
at this event sponsored by
Sunnybrook and the Ontario Women's Health Council.
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[ • Tanning • Group Exercise • Personal Training
• Transferable Memberships • Huge Selection of Fitness Equipment
B€ST FITNCSS FOR VOUR BUCK!
CALL TODAY! 1-800-597-1-FIT or visit us at www.gflodnfBfitness.com
1 ' WmSS ■" -112: ■
Offer expires January iff"
31.2006. Valid _.. / '' '
student ID required .JlMNMilttfefeAk «■ J
Must be 18 years o
f '( . /"Hi* j-MKlfc
• age Platinum and 'jgff'"ami* '\*f jaHp
»
*
jitf
platinum plus clubs fIHHHR '"•//• \, 'IS
1
- 3|
:
"SaveSSiirSie NewYear
Uc*y tnore
50% resume discount ohZJr 6h°b
50% thesis discount
Give us an hour & save 10% -
# j
\www.mylauner.ca/hub
Pane O Fun
Across:
1. What is left after a tree is cut
down
5. What you take a bath in
9. To be, or to be
12. As opposed to km/h
13. The act of committing an error
14. Information Technology abbr.
15. Open to change; adaptable
18. A country motel
21. Someone who is devoted to
something
22. A measure of 'just barely get-
ting by'
23. Of or relating to the number six
26. As opposed to 'a'
27. Canine Rescue Unit
28. Not 'miss'
31. Ambulance driver
32. Earned Run Average
33. Soap ingredient
34. The Muse of lyric poetry and
mime
Down:
1. Cornmeal mush.
2. Ctrl + Z
3. The quality or condition of
being prominent
4. An adherent of Sikhism
6. Lichens characterized by a gray
pendulous thallus [break out the
fungal biology textbook]
8. Appropriate
10. A sphere or spherical object
11. A long, three-pronged fork or
weapon
15. Past of 'lie'
16. Basic unit of money in Albania
17. The night before
18. Used as a modifier before a
noun
19.Birth name
20. A man
24. Between shoulder and hand
25. Resembling or characteristic of
rushes; rushlike
26. Step 1: Breathe. It is now in
your lungs
28. To take hold of; seize
29. Goat cheese
30. Prefix of dynamics and plane
Weekly
Bad
Drawing
By
Pete Cram
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Think that your next
decorating idea will be a
match and gasoline?
'S&
Does your house
\
have more lice
than lightbulbs?
A .• .
-
■•"W ■
.
—
- -=.c 112 i tv -
'YES' to the above
""
Yes, it's the newly resurrected
"Cord Slumlord" contest
I
What we need: send stories about your
awful landlord and pictures of your shitbox of
a house to bcurrie@cordweekiy.com
When: The contest runs from Jan. 5 -20, with
the top 5 five finalists being published in the
Jan. 25 edition of The Cord
What you win: Two tickets to the
K/W Symphoney for 1 st, and whatever free
CDs and movie passes we have lying around
for the other finalists
Fancy Yourself An Artist?
"A The Cord Weekly needs editorial cartoonists and
features artists - it's a great way to build a portfolio
ijJjlP®1 and pick up fun and challenging work!
email ejoslin@cordweekly.com
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Fabulous 5 bedroom house
145 A Weber St. N, large common area, two
Adventure! Teach English Overseas. full baths, close to all amenities, free laun-
dry, very clean, & well kept. Call 575-6321
TESOL Certified 5 days In-class,
Online or or 575-6313 for viewing, $375/month. 11flfiflaUf ie
2+3+5 + 6 + 7 bedroom houses /"• V VI 1 "*
FREE Info Pack: \ \f\f 111
1-888-270-2941 orwww.globaltesol.com Available for rent, all close to WLU. \W W JL
Reasonable rates. For viewing and info, call
"""
——
575-6321 or 575-6313.
fffiPPtlTf P
Ub" Catlon^
Earn $25.00 US/hour!
Virtual call centre now hiring 18 to 25 yr Very large 7 bedroom house ft I mm m 1J m mmm a>% IJF »<% C> Tf*
olds as p/t inbound call centre representa- H| fj §|IJ IVCVS»LO 11C L.IL
tives. Email: team.coyfs@gmail.com, sub- 423 Tamarack Dr., two kitchens, two bath- 2# m
ject: 1015, plus your phone
number for a rooms, two common areas, top notch
quick briefing. house, ceramic and many other upgrades.
$395/month, call 575-6321 or 575 6313.
Caregiver Wanted
We are looking for a flexible and loving SPllrirV
careqiver with an understanding of devel- y
■
opmental needs related to
both visual and NEED COMPUTER STUFF?!
(\f\f\
motor delays. This caregiver must be phys- H* 11111 )
ically strong enough to carry and move an
Waterloo Networks is the student-voted #1
active and energetic 2 year old. Our child
source for computer sales, service, & net-
needs to be tube fed as well, but no expe- working.
Don't get hosed by the others - see
rience is necessary (just patience) as we
us fi rs '- Across from the AC. 747-5979
ZSaZSt
Ca " Sny "
work, com
Term Qf
— Proofreading and Editing
( FebrUary 2006 " ApHI 2007)
Let us help you with your written assign-
* * 1 '
Part-time positions available providing in-
ments. We provide exceptional proofread-
home and community support to individu- ' n 9 an d editing services at reasonable
als with developmental challenges in a
rates. (519) 589-4431. Igbcommunica-
mmm
variety of programs. Providers will be reli- tions@hotmail.com. DoCnAnCinill4 >IAC >
able, energetic, and committed. Up to KcS»pUriS>IUIIIUC!>i
$10.40hourly. Contact Recruitment at 519- ~ . , , ~ , ~ , .
■ vMM.iii.'MjiTHTEJ Producing the year book, distribution,
www.eafwr.on.ca.
, ~ ■ I . - i
Federal Election Debate 0SSI St3 11CG with advertising and
Camp Wayne for Girls
The candjdates from Kitchener-Waterloo f~r""i "tJ r""i inn infodr f"£S Ptm
r-hiMron'c ebon au)au r,mn
will meet to debate the issues in the Senate 112 I ICH IdU II lU dVUIUI iLtrtrf KSZCt Ilia
fem 8/
V
l3/067 If you love and Board Chambers on Tuesda V Januar V
SS!S«S«.
,
SSS &?%££ 1°- 112°6 a,' ,nduOe
Laorier
ment, we need Directors and Instructors
Students for a Public Internet Research
for: Tennis, Swimming (W.S.I, preferred),
Golf, Gymnastics, Cheerleading, Drama,
mmm
_
mm
m •
Waterskiing, Sailing, Painting/Drawing, Deadline for application is
Ceramics, Silkscreen, Printmaking, Batik, * *
Jewelry, Calligraphy, Photography, Back in the swing o'things, » Mm 1 #%
Sculpture, Guitar, Aerobics, Self-Defense, |PI tIPI II fV /drH
Video, Piano. Other staff: The Ed Board and staff deserves a big holla «#MIIMMi Jp mm •VI■""VW
Administrative/Driver (21+), Nurses (RN's for minimizing expected grief for this ridicu-
and Nursing Students), Bookkeeper, lously early start, Mike for looking unusually
Mothers' Helper. On campus interviews spiffy, Adrian for Nash details, Tony for the
February 1. Call 1-800-279-3019 or 516- CBG fellowship, Emma for reading
889-3217 or apply online at www.camp- Margaret Lawrence, Angela and co. for giv- mm -m jm
waynegirls.com. ing me a day's grace, NYC for the memo-
Anrtl Taf il
1 fIFIYIC Pfe fO
ries and giving me street cred, the new »'
* "
V*V* *•*%#■ 1 ■ %#! lllw VII
roommate for being a significant improve-
m m *M m a Mmm. j-j
4 and 5 bedroom units
missing an uninspiring stint in said CBG, available in the WLUSP office.
a d D aroo it
an(j my from Liverpool for keeping
_
,
_ . ,
.... _ ,
,
..
me company during the days of destitution
Best units go first. New building, 2 full bath-
over the break - I'll never do laundry alone.
rooms, internet ready, laundry, locked
entrances. Regina, Spruce, or Smallwood 70% done BC
Dr. www.maryellenrents.com. Ca11746- '
3731.
tott&s%s£[n*yers*ty View Student R^dencew^^.
MAY & SEPTEMBER RENTALS
in order to view a unit call Dan @ 888-7093 or Cell # 589-4828
173 King Street North, Corner of King & Ezra Streets e-mail 173kiIIgstreetfe
rovers,COlll
Amenities and Facilities Provided Cleaning of Units
- Fully controlled entrance, with intercom system in each unit. - Each bedroom provided with door lock set for privacy.
- Ample closet and storage space. - Laundry facility.
- Bell & Roger's jacks in each bedroom. - Two full bathrooms in each unit
- Rent to individuals or groups up to 4
- All units painted and cleaned before the start of each lease.
- Secured bicycle storage area. - Parking available
- Minutes to both universities - Monthly cleaning service provided (included in rental cost)
r
~~~ ~~~~
STARI i N AT$40 ( >0 P1- k MONTH |
12 Months starting May Ist1
st
and September P' • • 5400.00/raonth/student and up.
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Furnishings Provided
Couch, 2 lounge chairs, coffee table and 2 end tables.
j - Kitchen table and 4 chairs. - Blinds supplied for all windows.
Bed (No Mattress), desk and chair, closet organizer in bedroom
-Surveillance system in common areas.
2006 Music Preview
Metal for the newyear
DAVE RICCI
Cord A&E
The New Year is a great time to
clear some space in your music
collection to make way for some of
the most highly anticipated
albums of 2006.
Judging from the bands who are
expected to release records in the
new year, it is shaping up to be an
exceptional 12 months for all
metal fans.
After touring for an eternity for
The Curse, Orange County's Atreyu
are preparing to release their piv-
otal album, tentatively titled A
Death Grip On Yesterday. After a
successful run on the Vans Warped
Tour and a forthcoming stint on
the Taste ofChaos Tour, the band's
new album is expected to be as
strong anddramatic and their pre-
vious release which catapulted
them into the spotlight.
The Deftones have proven to be
the exception to the assumption
that all nu metal acts have fizzled
out. While Korn is trying to con-
vince themselves they still have
fans, The Deftones can relax
knowing that their cult-like follow-
ing will ensure their new album
will be a commercial and critical
success.
Even with the rumors of a
breakup, Thursday have proven
their critics wrong by quickly
working on the follow up to their
breathtaking War All The Time.
With the addition of a full-time
keyboardist, Thursday's forthcom-
ing effort promises to be stellar.
In the spirit of Velvet Revolver,
Army of Anyone is comprised of
the former members of Stone
Temple Pilots and Filter. With the
Pilot's DeLeo brothers joining
forces with Filter front man
Richard Patrick, Army of Anyone is
in the studio with acclaimed pro-
ducer Bob Ezrin. With the popu-
larity of supergroups comprised of
washed-up rockers from the 90s,
Army of Anyone should gain
mainstream success.
On January 10, 2006, Bleeding
Through will release their career-
defining album, The Truth.
Although the album's title may be
pretentious, the tracks released on
the internet are a testament to the
band's skill and confidence.
Moving away from the constant
brutality of their previous release
This Is Love, This Is Murderous,
Bleeding Through's new album
will combine melodic choruses
with their trademark gothic-influ-
enced thrash metal. Although
dedicated fans will brand the
album as a shameless attempt to
gain mainstream notoriety, the
superb song writing on The Truth
illustrates that even with melodic
choruses Bleeding Through have
refused to go soft.
Contributed Photo
With new albums from Bleeding Through (above), The Deftones, Thursday and Army of Anyone, it should be a good year for metal fans
5 fresh Hip Hop albums for the new year
LEO YU
Hip Hop Correspondent
Dr. Dre - Detox
No one really knows if this swan
song from the Doctor will ever
come out, but rumour has it that
this highly anticipated album will
finally drop in the summer of
2006. Dre has been working on the
LP over the past couple of years
with fellow producer Scott Storch,
developing dozens of beats and
innovative rhythms.
Similar to Dre's 1999 classic LR
Chronic 2001, Detox will feature
many guests stars, mostly from the
G-Unit family and West Coast
friends Snoop Dogg and Nate
Dogg. While Dre had been busy
producing albums for artists like
The Game, Eminem, 50 Cent and
Busta Rhymes in the last few years,
2006 should be the year for the
return ofDr. Dre.
Ghostface & MF Doom -
Operation: Ironman
Although it is uncertain whether
this collaboration between the
two underground heroes of Hip
Hop will actually materialize,
there is a huge anticipation brew-
ing from the rap community since
the release of Danger Doom - The
Mouseand the Mask in 2005, a col-
laboration effort between MF
Doom and D) Danger Mouse.
With Doom and Ghostface still
at the top of their lyrical game, this
collaboration could either be an
instant classic or an instant flop,
and 1 hope it is not the latter.
The Game- The Doctor's Advocate
Chuck Taylor aka The Game is
wasting no time preparing the fol-
low-up to his surprisingly success-
ful 2005 debut, The Documentary.
With controversy surrounding
50 Cent's discontent with Dr. Dre's
involvement in this new LR this
album is sure to grab the attention
of the rap world when it hits in
stores in April. The Game has
enlisted a host of A-list producers
including Kanye West, Dr. Dre, Just
Blaze, Buckwild and The Justus
League among others to help him
to avoid the dreaded sophomore
jinx. Expect to learn a lot more
about The Game and the G-Unit
Movement in 2006.
Raekwon -Cuban Linx Part II
In honour of the 10th year since
the release of his debut album
Only Built 4 Cuban Linx, Raekwon
the Chef from the Wu-Tang Clan is
set to release another classic
album to represent Staten
Island
and TheWu in a big way. Raekwon
hasn't revealed who he has includ-
ed for the opus, but he did disclose
that Ghostface, Busta Rhymes and
The RZA would all be involved. Dr.
Dre was also rumoured to have
already contributed two tracks.
Cuban Linx Part II is set for a
January release.
Immortal Technique - The Middle
Passage
Reprising his role as an activist
and political rapper, Immortal
Technique (born Felipe Coronel)
is set to drop another bomb on
America in 2006 with the antici-
pated release of his third album.
Not one to shy away from dis-
cussing the taboos of America
such as the wrongdoings of the
government, the media, religion
and law enforcement, Technique
is ready to cause insomnia
for
George Bush.
Building on the buzz of
his
politically charged song "Bin
Laden", Technique is bound to
repeat the underground success
of
his 2004 offering, Revolutionary
Vol. 2, when this LP releases
in
early 2006.
Contributed Photo
JEDI MIND TRICK - Prolific Wu-Tang rapper Raekwon will repeat his success
in 2006 with Cuban Linx Part 11, released a decade after his last solo album.
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Arts & Entertainment
And on the sixth day, God gave us iPod
Courtesy of mom and dad, The Cord reviews the tech world's latest and greatest gadget: Apple's fifth-generation iPod
ALEX HAYTER
Arts & Entertainment Editor
This Christmas has undoubtedly
spelled 'Xbox360' or 'iPod' for the
spoiled among us.
Instead of being just the latest
fads, technology has evolved these
products to become both cultural
icons and lifestyle tools.
The latest iPod line consists of
the iPod, the iPod Nano and the
iPod Shuffle. While the Shuffle has
been put to the background (due
to be redesigned early this year],
the other two have steadily rode
Christmas' consumer wave to
become the best selling electronic
brand of the holiday season.
Express checkouts were installed
in stores so that iPods would ship
in the masses, and they did just
that.
Available in black or white, the
new iPod is defiantly a sharp look-
ing object. It fits comfortably in
my palm and, weighing less than
five ounces, it's a joy to hold. On
the front, a thin layer of clear plas-
tic creates a polished sheen, pro-
tecting a massive 2.5" colour
screen.
The beauty of the iPodis its sim-
plicity: all buttons are contained
within it's circular controls, which
takes little time getting used to.
Connectivity is also simple: an
earphone socket and dock con-
nector. The downside to the new
iPod is that many accessories,
such as iTrips, remote controls or
microphones used on older iPods
will not work with the new iPod's
connector, rendering them use-
less.
On
my
30 GB device, I've got
5596 songs, 30 episodes of Family
Guy, 50 photographs and I still
have 1.5 GB of breathing space
left.
Sound quality is outstanding. I
swapped the iconic white ear-
phones for a pair of black
Sennheisers, and the results are
impressive. With a pair of con-
sumer earphones like these, 1
noticed zero noise and a clean,
crisp sound. Bass distortion was
slight, but is dependant on the
level of bitrate quality that the
songs are encoded in. 192kbps or
320 kbps provide flawless sound
quality. I used the pre-defined
'Rock' equaliser setting and was
greeted with audio bliss.
Video looks terrific on the new
iPod, depending on the quality of
the original file, with a clear image
that is neither too sharp nor too
blurred.
I'd recommend only watching
half-hour TV shows rather than
full-length films. Websites like
podtropolis.com and
torrentspy.com offer iPod-com-
patible video files, legal if you own
the originals. The iPod is designed
with music in mind and isn't a full-
blown video viewer; portability
means a small screen and a bat-
tery life of only around 2 hours of
video.
Music, on the other hand, can
be played for up to 14 hours.
The bottom line is that the iPod
remains a fantastic MP3 player,
with amazing sound quality and
ultimate portability and style.
Video is a nice touch, but I found
myself most often using it to show
off my iPod, rather than actually
watching that much. For those
with a big music library, you really
can't go wrong with the new 'Pod,
and at only $350 with a student
discount, it's the best-ever value
for it.
Emilie Joslin
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2006:Year ofthe Blockbuster
Alex Hayter previews nine somewhat anticipated movies set to land in the New Year of the Dog
Superman Returns
While this DC comic blockbuster does not seem totally necessary, it's sure to please the hardcore fans, with more of a focus
on plot and characters than action. Kevin Spacey should be great as evil megalomaniac Lex Luther while relative unknowns
Brandon Routh and Kate Bosworth play Superman and Lois Lane respectively. X2 director Bryan Singer will bring his
comic-book movie experience to the table but this one may fall short of being super.
Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Man's Chest
Who'd have thought that a Disney theme park ride would turn into one of the best movie franchises of the last decade?
Bloom, Knightly and Depp all return to the screen, accompanied by Bill Nighy portraying the latest evil ghost-pirate.
Filmed back-to-back with the original, there's plenty of promise with this one. There's even rumours of Keith
Richards, the inspiration for lead pirate Jack Sparrow, having a cameo in the film.
X-Men 3
Easily the best Marvel superheroes film series, X-Men 3 continues the mutantromps of Professor X and his gang
of freaks. What's really cool is they've got Kelsey Grammer starring as the furry blue genius Beast. The film cen-
ters on the discovery of a cure for mutations, leading to a further divide between the X-Men and Magneto's
Brotherhood. Look out for new character Angel.
The Da Vinci Code
One of the most popular books of the decade, this was truly made for the screen. Character-perfect actors
promise a faithful recreation of Dan Brown's (apparently) real-life conspiracy thriller, with Tom Hanks,
Audrey Tautou and Ian McKellan all performing main roles. With Director Ron Howard at the helm, this
could be set to be a classic.
Casino Royale
Two announcements have created a little negative feedback about the latest James Bond offering.
Pierce Brosnan realized the movies were getting progressively worse and jumped ship, allowing
the considerably different Daniel Craig to seize the title role. A spoofed Bond flick called Casino
Royale was made in the 60s, and was a bit crappy. But all might not be lost; we may see a reju-
venated classic Connery-style Bond in a return to form for the British series.
Indiana Jones IV
Harrison Ford, now in his sixties, reprises his role as the Professor/Adventurer and cultur-
al icon. Spielberg and Lucas will attempt to bring this classic series back to life, but don't
be surprised if you're disappointed- Ford is 63 years old, remember. Sean Connery is
rumoured to be making an appearancealso, despite his alleged retirement from films.
But with a script by Frank Darabont (ShawshankRedemption), things might get pret-
ty interesting.
Die Hardest
Aging action-heroes seems to be a recurring theme here; but listen to this crazy
plot: Bruce Willis goes to the Caribbean to save his Cabaret-dancer daughter
Britney Spears from bad guys, firing only two bullets the entire movie. J swear
I did not make that up. If that's not compelling viewing, I don't know what is.
Curious George
This is a sure flop. But it's got Will Ferrell in it. And Jack Johnson's music.
So it will be charmingly ridiculous.
Mission Impossible 3
Does anybody really care? Apparently Tom Cruise does, so that's
why they've made another one. Philip Seymour Hoffman as the
bad
guy should bring this one up a little, but don't expect too
much.
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